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he majority of the soccer fraternity will be 

[ siete and motivated by Soccer 
Australia's five year national plan. 

The idea is to ‘push the game into the next centu- 
ry both on and off the field’. 
Soccer Australia's Board of Directors and senior 
management recently attended an intensive 
workshop in Wollongong, on the NSW. ilawarra 
coast, concerning the Strategic Plan, 
Amongst the proposals discussed were: 
* a national registration system for all players, 
¢ maximising the career path from Rooball to 
Soccerao, 
* substantially increasing revenue, market share 
and profile of the World Game in Australia. 
* continuing reform of the national league. 
ongoing commitment to positive change 
The national league appears subject to ef 
changes which have introduced Perth Glory, and 
for 1997, Carlton. Other groups considering 
applying for admission should feel encouraged. 
Existing cubs may consider their assumed mem- 
bership of the national league is threatened. 
Full professionalism is om the agenda for the 
national league it is a desirable attainment and 
that will be costly. Maybe $1 million or more for 
personnel costs including players, ape and 
management. A possible $300,000 for ground 
hire. As much as $600,000 for air travel and 
accommodation. In other words $2 million just 
for starters, 
It is interesting to speculate how the game will be 
‘brought together’ on and off the field in order to 
maximise the game's greatest strength. That is its 
half million and mere junior and senior participa- 
tion base, _ 
This ideal could potentially see the end of the 
current ‘State’ Federation organisation as it cur- 
rently. exists. The move could be to more regional 
controlling bodies or less, for instance the admin- 
istrative State of NSW could become one or 
could easily split into five of equal parts. 
This could be for northern NSW and S.E, 
Queensland, Central NSW down to the 
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By BOB BROOKS 
emble 
fe Cle ARTIS WW iscciun is 
arguably 
Hawkesbury river, two divisions in Sydney and the most widely 


known Soccer venue 
in the World. Others 
may have more 
capacity, more 
modern facilities, 
superior car parking, 
but Wembley has 
*magic’. 

Untii recently 
100,000 could crowd 
into the north London 
ground. That was in 
the days before all- 
seater stadiums. Now, 
Wembley can 
accommodate just over 
72,000, soon it will be 


southern NSW including the Golden West. Why 
must we stop at existing State boundaries? 

If the whole country was considered as eight 
regions with a population base of 2 million each, 
then this could be a basis of Soccer administra- 
tion. Al the moment there are nine with three 
being within NSW. 

For the mass of Queensland to be administered 
from Brisbane appears impossible. Afterall the 
distance from Brisbane to Cairns, or Far North 
Queensland (FNQ), is 1800kms! 

Maybe the Regions could be based on the number 
of registered players, with a three year review to 
adjust if necessary. 

Currently there is duplication in administration, 
each ‘State! is looking for sponsorship for which 
the 500,000 individually players is 2 meaningless 


However the major States of Australia can be 


likened to many of the of Europe ona 
population basis. es such as Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Scotland, the Czech Republic, 


Croatia, Iceland, Estonia and others similar. 

Each of these geographical and political entities 
have one major Soccer administration for the 
whole country and probably smaller, less 
autonomous set ups for local, heavily populated 
areas. 

We could do worse than forward plan to take the 
best of these countries and remodel over a five to 
ten year period. 

The one major stumbling block is the power base 
of the Presidents, Secretaries and other executive 
members. They would have to be persuaded that 
for the good of the game they must work them- 
selves aut of their positions of power, no easy 
task. 

There is a saying popular — 
as companies and govern- © 
ments restructure, ‘there's 
no gain without pain’, This 
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is equally true of the ditorial. A trip to Wembley 
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torn down, except for 
the famous twin 
towers. Let’s hope the 
crowd figures can 
return to 100,000. 
Most people go to 
the ground by train or 
Juxury coach because 
it is easier and much 
more convenient. 
English children 
often go to a schoc- 
Iboys international 
when 50,000 or more 
will be in attendance. 
Various lower level 
knockout cup 
competitions also hold 
their Final at 
Wembley. For instance 
the FA Challenge 
Vase, which is for 
clubs below the 
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Conference League. 
Occasionally, a Cup 
type competition 
evolves for Division 2 
and 3 clubs only. In 
the 1980s there was 
one called the Freight 
Rover Trophy. 
Mansfield Town won 
this in 1987 and the 
whole of north 
Nottinghamshire were 
‘off to Wembley’ with 
over 60,000 there that 
day, and of course 
international matches 


By Richard Alagich 


111 training sessions * 222 technical and tactical drills * over 


are held there. It was 
traditional that every 
second season 
Scotland were the 
visitors. Who can 
forget 1961 and a 
score of 9-3 to 
England! 

Then there is the 
Football League Cup 
Final, first held a 
Wembley in 1967 
Previously the Finai 
had been a two-legged 
affair. West Bromwich 
Albion won the last of 
that type over West 
Ham United 5-3 on 
aggregate. 

The following year 
the Baggies were back 
to defend their trophy 
with another London 


+ Price $49.95 


team as their 
opponents, Queens 
Park Rangers. Leading 
2-0 at half time the 
Midianders were 
stunned with a 
classical solo 
performance by 
mercurial Rodney 
Marsh, going down 2- 
3 


How does the Editor 
know all this? He was 
at every one of the 
games except 
Mansfield’s. 


Sponsor of ABSW 
Player of the Year 
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ERICSSON 


cup 


Grand Final in Brisbane 


for first time 


Sydney United 2 


risbane Strikers’ last 
minute inclusion, 19 
year old Wayne Knipe, 
scored the most important 
gal of his senior career last 
junday Hee at the 
Parramatta Stadium in the 
pee leg of the major semi 


Despite Sydney United 
winning the match 2-1, with 
‘away-gouls* counting double, 
and following last week's 1-0 
win, the Queenslanders have 
lifted themselves, for the first 
time, into the Grand Final. As 
a bonus, they have earnt the 
tight to host Australian 
soccer’s premier domestic 
event. 

Trailing United by two first 
half goals, and with only 13 
minutes left on the clock, the 
Queenslanders fought bravely 
with sustained attacking as 
pacey right midfielder, Sean 
Cranney, weaved his way 
along the left byline, cutting a 
nice ball into the six yard box 
for his brother and midfielder 
Troy to blast from point 
blank range. Despite United’s 
central marker Mark Babic 


clearing the danger off the 
goal-line, the alert Knipe 
slammed the rebound back 
into the net, giving Frank’s 
boys the lead on the away- 
goals rule, 

Ironically, Knipe was 
originally named as a 
substitute. Player-coach Frank 
Farina pulled out from the 
starting line-up early Sunday 
morning due to a severe strain 
to his lower back that 
compounded an existing 
myury. F 
The minor League 
champions seemed to have 
Brisbane’s measure with an 
action-packed first session 
that yielded them two 
spectacular goals. 

The 13th minute proved 
unlucky for United as the 
League’s top goalscorer, 
David (‘Lawman’) Zdrilic, 
went just wide of the left post 
with his diving header, 
courtesy of a marvellous 
chipped-pass by fellow striker 
Ante Milicic. 

United drew first blood in 
the 25th minute through their 
elegant 16 year old midfielder 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 


Jason Culina (son of coach 
Branko). Excellent lead up 
work by adventurous right 
wingback Robbie Trajkovski 
started the move, his cross to 
Milicic on the left, the latter’s 
diving header = was. 
magnificently blocked by 
Brisbane’s goalie Clint 
Bolton. 

But the plucky litle Culina 
had simultaneously steamed 
into the box and displaying 
composure far exceeding his 
years, with his right boot 
calmly side footed the 
rebound back into the target 
for his debut goal in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

In the 33rd minute the 
fragile, but tenacious, Culina 
almost had his second. A 
square ball fired infield by left 
wingback Ante Moric saw 
Culina bursting through into 
Brisbane’s box, letting fly 
with a first time low drive that 
shaved the base of the left 
post 

Two minutes later United 
doubled their lead following a 
foul on marksman Zdrilic by 
Brisbane’s central 
marker Glenn 


Gwynne. From the ensuing 
free, outstanding linkman 


*Kresimir Marusic deftly 


chipped the ball over the wall 
and past a flat footed Clint 
Bolton. Maradona would have 
been proud of this outstanding 
effort! 

United was now on fire, 
with the Queenslanders 
buckling. Milicic in the 37th 
minute almost trebled the 
scoreline. 

The skilled striker first 
slammed his drive into 
Bolton’s outstretched boot on 
the first post, but although the 
rebound fell favourably to him 
from an acute angle on the 
left, Milicic smashed the 
rebound perilously past the 
base of the far post. 

Disaster struck Brisbane 
seven minutes before the 
break when their robust 
midfielder, Nick Meredith, 
was stretchered off-following 
a rugged collision with 
United’s steely midfielder 


Paul Bilokapic 
Brisbane came out for the 
second session minus 


Meredith and desperately 
seeking a goal, but United 


WANTE 
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° WOMEN'S — OPEN AGE 


The Fiji Has-Been's Soccer Club and Sportswell Tours wish to invite 
Australian soccer teams to play in the 3rd MEN'S "MASTERS" 


Brisbane Strikers 1 


also came out minus their 
‘chief engineer’ Marusic, who 
couldn’t continue because of a 
hamstring injury and was 
replaced by Damir Cvetko. 

Five minutes later, he 
squandered a vitally needed 
third goal for United as he 
blasted wide a perfectly 
measured flat Trajkovski cross 
that would surely have killed 
off the Queenslanders. 


Unpunished, Brisbane 
refused to yield, and hugely 
inspired by the greatly 
underrated Troy Cranney, who 
repeatedly hurled himself into 
the fray, Brisbane bombarded 
the Sydney team relentlessly, 
forcing the ‘Reds’ onto the 
back foot with monotonous 
regularity. 

Finally, United’s lines 
cracked with the crucial strike 
from their explosive South 
African Knipe, his sixth but 


BRISBANE STRIKERS: 
wee {33), Knipe 


Referee: E.Brazzale. 
Crowd: 7,127. 


TOURNAMENT and the 1st "OPEN WOMEN'S" TOURNAMENT. 
The tournament will be run over 3 days and played in Suva at the National Stadium. 
Special Seven and Ten night packages that include airfares, accommodation, airport 
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CALL Sportswell Tours Now 
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Troy Cranney: Showed his class for Brisbane. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 13,1997 3 


Continued from pg. 3 
surely most precious goal of 
the season to date. 
Outstanding performers for 
the Minor League Champions 
were Trajkovski, Culina, 
Milicic and Bilokapic whilst 
Brisbane's best were Troy 
Cranney, Gwynne and the 
ever-green dynamo 
midfielder, Gary Phillips. 


HOW THE 
COACHES 
SAW IT 


An understandably jubilant 
Brisbane Strikers’ coach 
Frank Farina, although 
crowded by television 
cameras and the print media 
in the Queenslanders’ 


With fan Dobson's 
departure, Melbourne Knights 
have moved and signed up 
next season’s coaching staff. 
The former Socceroo 
defender, Alan Davidson, is 
taking the reins along with 
Ken Worden. 

Worden has been coaching 
in Malaysia for a number of 
years with a satisfactory 
amount of success. Davidson 
has played at the top level for 
at least 15 years, including a 
spell with Nottingham Forest, 
when he was a teenager. 

Probably Davo's most 
fulfilling period in Australia 
to date was spent with South 
Melbourne where he 
benefited from the vast 
experience of Ferenc Puskas’s 
coaching for two years. The 
highly experienced defender 


dressingrooms, was quick to 
boast: “That's the best result 
in Brisbane’s history as we are 
now automatically in the 
Grand Final which will now 
be played in Brisbane. 1 
thought United’s second half 
tactics of sitting back were 
dangerous and they did us a 
fayour. 

“T couldn’t believe that they 
were willing to sit on a 2-0 
lead which gave us our chance 
to score. I felt Troy Cranney 
and Glenn Gwynne stood out, 
especially Glenn who has 
been out for six weeks with a 
fractured jaw—he was superb. 
I knew we had to score, and 
we did, “ended an elated 
Farina. 

Ih contrast and 
understandably so, a solemn 
and almost 


in Malaysia. 

Perth Glory continues to 
have its influence. Our Perth 
correspondent reports that his 
son, Trevor (named for 
Brooking of West Ham 
United fame), has had braces 
fitted to his teeth. Remember 
when they were just boring 
bits of metal? Not any more 
folks! 

Trevor’s braces are in the 
Glory colours of Blue and 


Be. 

@ Kris Trajanovski had an 
offer on the table to go to 
Greece with a reputed 
$200,000 a year contract. He 
obviously wanted to stay in 
Australia because Adelaide 
City have reportedly bought 
him from UTS Olympic. 

His yearly salary is just 
over a third of what he 
possibly could have earned in 
Greece. 


shattered United coach 


Branko Culina quietly offered: 


“We were not hungry enough 


and it is a shame that now we 
must wait another week to see 


Grand Final. Some of my 
older experienced players 
failed to do their job and we 
now have to overcome the tag 
of losers 

“But I strongly disagree 
that in the second half our 
tactics were to sit on a two 
goal lead. It may have looked 
that way, but it certainly was 
not my intent. Why then did T 
bring ona third striker at half 
time to replace our injured 
midfielder Marusic?” 
countered Culina 


be one of the 
positives from Carlton’s entry 
onto the National League 
scene, they have pushed 
players’ earings up. Therefore 
there is less reason for them 
to go overseas. 

@ Wollongong City have, 
as expected, signed Norm 
Tome, also of UTS Olympic. 
There’s obviously going to 
have to be some arrivals at 
Belmore in order to put out a 
feam next season, 

Nice to know that 
soccer is still flourishing in 
Central and Northern 
Queensland. The Director of 
Coaching in the region is 
David Brand. 

In senior mens, Under 21s 
and Women’s, teams 
representing Rockhampton, 
Townsville, Mount Isa, 
Mackay and Cairns are 
playing during the cooler 
months for the Coral Coast 
Cup. 
Tn a conversation with 
Sterling Maguire, a resident 
of Rockhampton, he told of a 
yisit to Rocky by Brisbane 
Strikers. 

Rockhampton held the 
Strikers to an exciting 
scoreless draw. 

‘© From Rockhampton 
comes Frenchville, who 
recently sent an U/14 side for 


if we are going to be in the 


Rockhampton competitions 


have lights and they organise 
themselves in an interesting 
fashion on Saturdays. 

Juniors are in the morning, 
2:20 sees the3rd Division 
kick-off promptly followed by 
the 2nd division sides. At 8 in 
the evening, it is the turn of 
the First Division. A real feast 
of football. 

@ Had a fellow, chap, 
bloke from Barnsley in 
Yorkshire, England, ring the 
other day. He’s taken a liking 
to ABSW and has become a 
subscriber. Tony Green is his 
name. 

His team, simply 
nicknamed “The Reds’, have 
won promotion to the 
prestigious Premier League. 
After 110 years his club has 
finally reached the dizzy 
heights. They will now 
entertain the likes of Man 
Utd, Liverpool, Arsenal and 
Newcastle at Oakwell,not to 


retumed to Australia this year, a tour of Japan. ’ mention the vast amount of 
after several well paid pleat All grounds used in the eae hey I receive just By 
4 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 13, 1997 


‘The chant of; “it’s just like 
watching Brazil”, which the 
Bamsley fans have made their 
own, will echo around 
Anfield and Old Trafford. 

Filbert Street in the 
Midlands, London’s Upton 
Park, the south coast’s The 
Dell and Villa Park in the 
industrial City of Birmingham 
will all see the proud wearers 
of the white rose of Yorkshire 
at their grounds. 

@ Great crowd at the 
Suncorp Stadium the other 
week for the Major Semi 
Final First Leg. Just under 
15,000. How many would be 
there for a Grand Final? 
Makes you wonder. 

Photographs come 

across the Editors desk from a 
wide variety of sources. 
The recent ones from 
Budapest, Hungary, came 
courtesy of Steve Despot who 
is the President of the ACT 
Soccer Federation and an 
Australian businessman. 

Steve along with the 
official Australian party 
presented Ferenc Puskas with 
a didgeridoo and an Akubra 
hat in honour of the ‘Magical 
a ‘70th birthday. 

Classy striker Troy 
Halpin appears set for a move 
from Newcastle Breakers. He 
is said to be keen on Perth as 
a destination. Halpin would 
be a major joss for the 
Breakers. 

However, he could be 
joined at the exit by Clayton 
‘Clacker’ Zane and Harry 
James. Olympic have 
apparantly shown an interest 
in the latter. 


Paul Bllokapic: One of best players on the day for 
minor premiers. 


South Melbourne 


Sos Melbourne will play 
Sydney United in this 
week’s preliminary final 
after a golden goal win over 
Adelaide City at Olympic 
Park on Sunday. 

Con Blatsis was the hero 
with the winning goal 45 
seconds into the first period of 
extra time. 

Tt was the first clear cut 
chance created by either side 
in an otherwise tight, 
uneventful game. 

Th Lakers enjoyed the 
greater of the possession but 
found the City defence too 
hard to infiltrate with Alex 
Tobin and Milan Ivanovic in 
commanding form. 

They did break it down in 
the first minute of extra time. 
Nick Sabljak fouled Jason 
Polak on the left hand side and 
Bill Damianos’ free kick 
floated perfectly onto the head 
of Blatsis to flick the ball past 
Jason Petkovic. 

“The game panned out 
pretty much like I thought it 
would,” said South coach 
Angie Postecoglou. 

“We had probably 60-70% 
of the possession and we were 
the ones who were applying 


all the pressure. 

“But they're a hard team to 
break down, they’re so good 
defensively and at one stage 
T’m sure there was three Milan 
Tvanovic’s out there.” 

South’s defence, with Nick 
Orlic brought back in, was 
equally hard to penetrate with 
City’s best chances coming 
from long range shots. 

They came close after 
fifteen minutes when Michael 
Brooks shot just over but 
South came even closer fifteen 
minutes later. 

A Damianos corner was 
headed towards goal by Orlic 
where it was hooked on by 
Paul Trimboli but a 
combination of Petkovic and 
John Gibson cleared the ball 
to safety, 

Zebras midfielder, Dino 
Meanillo, was probably tucky 
not to be sent off in the 62nd 
minute. 

Mennillo, booked earlier in 
the game, flattened Steve 
losifidis after the ball had 
already gone out of play but 
he only received a stern 
talking to from referee Simon 
Micallef. . 

Gibson could haye won it 


Aa. & 


Billy Damianos: Provided a number of dead ball 
situations from which South threatened 


1 


for the Zebras with just two 
minutes to go, 

Substitute Michael 
Musitano teed him up with a 
backheel that took out two 
Lakers players but Gibson's 
shot, from just outside the 
penalty area, was just over the 
bar. 


“T knew it wouldn’t be an 
easy game for us,” 
Postecoglou said. 

“Against that defence it 
was always going to be tough 
but I was pleased-the way we 
went about it.” 

“Tn the end, we just weren’t 
quite good enough,” said 
Zebras coach John Nyskohus. 

“The players tried very 
hard, we had a couple of them 
who were struggling from last 
week but soccer is a cruel 
game and | think we had a 
couple of chances near the end 
of the game to get a result. 

“My players gave 
everything they could and J 
couldn't have asked for 
anything more,” concluded 
Nyskobus, 


NYSKOHUS 
POSITIVE 


Despite bowing out to 
South Melbourne, Adelaide 
City coach, John Nyskobus 
is extremely positive about 
the future. 

“This is the basis of a very 
good side,” he said, 

“During the year people 
have said that we wouldn't get 
anywhere but the players have 
stood up and Adelaide City 
will be even-stronger next 

year.” 
Nyskohus believes that 


By OWYGHT TUFFNELL 


apart from one game ,the first 
leg of the elimination final 
against Marconi, his side has 
been one of the most 
consistent in the competition. 

“Now we sit back and start 
planning for next year,” he 
said, 


Apart from Kris 
Trajanovski coming across 
from UTS Olympic, Nyskohus 
will this week announce the 
signing of two other players. 
But Damian Mori is not one of 
those. 

“Mori is still contracted to 
us but until Borussia 
Moenchengladbach finish 
their season everything is still 
to be settled, 

“We won’t be announcing 
anything about Mori until 
everything is 100% clear cut.” 

Nyskohus can see no 
changes to the coaching staff 
that has supported him this 
year and is looking forward to 
the next campaign. 

“If this team keeps going 
the way they have been and 
play to their capabilities, we'll 
certainly be back in the finals 
next year, I’m sure of it.” 


BUSY BOY 
BLATSIS 


Golden goal hero, Con 
Blatsis, had no time for 
celebrating on Sunday night, 
he had to be on an 8am 
flight to Sydney the next day 
to join the Young Socceroo 
squad. 

Tt has been that sort of 
season for the giant young 
defender. 

Along with Lakers team 


South win dour battle 
Adelaide City 


ca 


Milan Ivanovic: “I'm sure there were three of him out 
there," a compliment paid by Angie Postecoglou. 


why that should change when 
he comes out of camp to join 
South for this week's game 
against Sydney United. 


mates Michael Curcija and 
Bill Damianos, Blatsis has 
been in and out of the country 
fulfilling his Young Socceroo 
commitments. 

But so good has Blatsis’ 
season been, he has been able 
to find his spot back in the 
side and he sees no reason 


“It shouldn't affect 


anything in any way, we'll go 
and do our Young Socceroo 
duties in Sydney and come 
back to the team, it shouldn't 


South Melbourne 
Lake 


interfere at all,” he said. 

Blatsis was singled out by 
coach Angie Postecoglou as 
one of their best so far in the 
finals. 

“Con in the finals series, 
particularly for a young 
player, has been awesome for 
us,” Postecoglou said. 

Blatsis isn’t thinking about 
the Sydney game just yet but 
says that the team shares a 
common goal, 

“We want to go all the way 
and if we get there, we're a 
big chance.” 


Mark Read's 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events | 


Saturday 17th May — Draw 


| 


1.85 Chelsea 3.10 Middlesbrough 3.75 | 


90 minute betting — First Player to Score 


600 G. Zola 
6.00 F. Ravanelli 
7.50 M. Hughes 
9.00 M. Beck 


11.00 Juninho 
12.00 R. Di Matteo 
14.00 D. Wise 

14.00 Emerson . 


All others available 
Draw 


Boro 


oo 6.00 
rt 6.50 
2-2 15.00 
3-3 51.00 


: 4 100.0 * Midd/Midd 
Open an account and bet $50 or more on the F.A. Cup and 


45min/90min 


» Draw/Chel 
Draw/Draw 


get a FREE $20 bet on the correct score of your choice 


Opening an account is easy:— 
' 08 89 418 330 
61 889 418 330 


Internet: http://www.darwin-allsports.com.au 


All betting is tax free. Credit card facilities available. 
Licensed by the government of the Northern Territory, Australia. 


Phone: 


International: 
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Dear Sir, 

With sports violence, and 
hooliganism in the news 
lately, there has to be a 
solution. 

While league has its 
violence on the field, soccer 
seems to have it off the field. 

When a few South 
Melbourne supporters go on a 
rampage after their game, 
destroying property and 


yelling,”"We won, we won” 


it’s European nationalism writ 
large. In other words, it’s 
Greece that beat Croatia not 
South Melbourne beating 
Melboume Knights. 

Soccer violence and 
hooliganism is much worse 
than violence by players on 
the field because it’s against 


the law. 

The best solution, as we all 
know, is for Brisbane to win 
the title this year, and 1 may 
be biased, but also for 
Brisbane and Perth to play the 
Grand Final next year with 
Carlton, Newcastle, Canberra 
and Wollongong making up 
the final six. Then we might 
get rid of European 
nationalism once and for all. 

Proof that is what causes 
hooliganism is we didn’t see 
North Melbourne Rules fans 
or Manly Rugby League 
supporters go on a rampage 
after last year’s Grand Final 
wins, did we? 

Dominic Scullino, 
Tibuchina, QLD 


POTENTIAL YOUNG 
SOCCEROOS 
IN CAMP 


lhe initial squad of 28 

potential Young 
Socceroos has been named 
and follows below. The 
players will be in a training 
and selection camp until 
Monday May 19. 

The final squad of 18 to 
travel to Malaysia for the 
FIFA/Coca Cola World Youth 
Championships will be 
announced by Friday May 23. 
The Championships start on 
June 16 — Australia are 
grouped with Argentina, 
Canada and Hungary. 

The Australians’ First 
Stage matches all take place 
in Ipoh and are as follows: 


v Canada, Wed June 18 
v Hungary, Fri June 20 
vArgentina, Mon June 23 


The Round of 16 follows 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
(une 25 and 26). 

June 29 is the date of the 
Quarter Finals with the Semis 
following on Wednesday July 


By BOB BROOKS 


e’ve heard the South 
American com- 


mentators intoning 
“Gooo00,....alt” on SBS TV’s 
World Soccer program. 
Well, an Australian was 
recently lucky enough to 
witness twelve of them at a 
game in Brazil. 

Leon Gardikiotis, joint 
proprietor of the Sydney based 
Football Academy of 
Excellence, was in Rio de 
Janiero to. upgrade his 
knowledge of the latest in 
Soccer coaching and to 
receive final endorsement of 


the Academy. 
The Brazilian Football 
Academy (BFA) is 


administered by Professor Dr 
Leal. Honorary President, and 
the founder of the BFA, is 
none other than FIFA boss 
Joao Havelange. 


2. Three days later is the Final 
in the magnificent Shah Alam 
Stadium in Kuala Lumpur. 


Letters to 
ithe Editor 


| short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column 


Dear Sir, 

At last year’s Grand 
Final, and for the first time 
in many years, the Joe 
Marston Medal for the best 
and fairest player was 
presented by the great man 
himself. Full marks to SA 
for doing the right thing. 

Unfortunately, his 
presence was totally lost on 
the Melbourne crowd, who 
through no fault of their 
own, were absolutley 
mystified as to who Joe 
Marston was. 

Assuming that he will 
once again present the medal 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


named in his honour at this 
year's Grand Final, perhaps a 
little education about 
Australian soccer history, 
and Joe Marston’s part 
therein, would be 
appropriate. So, on Grand 
Final day, the crowd will 
respond to him in due 
manner. The only way this 
can happen is if SA and the 
media, in the lead up to the 
final and on the big day, 
feature JM and his 
distinguished career both in 
Australia and England. 

Joe Marston is one of a 
select few: a genuine Aussie 


soccer icon. 

If he had played any of 

the mainstream Australian 
sports, he would have 
become one of the great 
Aussie sports legends rather 
than the forgotten, unsung, 
sportsman, albeit the 
gentleman, that he is. 
What is the good of 
having a prestigious award 
named after a great player if 
the fans and the players of 
today have never heard or 
know of him? 

Yours in soccer, 


Daniel Allsopp 
Tansel Baser 
Con Blatsis 
Rafael Bove 
Simon Colosimo 
Michael Curcija 
Bill Damianos 
Peter Diiorio 
Brett Emerton 
Hayden Foxe 
Carlos Gonzalez 
Vince Grella 
Harry Kewell 
Wayne Knipe 
Danny Milosevic 


The 100 staff at the Brazil 
Academy has a core number 
but is supplemented when 
necessary. Top World coaches 
such as Lazaronni, Peirera and 
Santana are often involved 
with practical and theoretical 
sessions, 

FAE are now ‘part of the 
family’ after an extensive 
examination of the knowledge 
of Gardikiotis. His 
organisation has the 
endorsement, as agents for 
Australia and the rest of 
Oceania, of the Brazilian 
Academy. 

In 1998, high profile 
members of BFA will be 
visiting Australia to conduct 
coaching clinics exclusively 
for students of the FAE. These 
should be held at a 
prestigious, soon to be 
announced location close to 
the existing Concord facility. 

The essential requirements 


| YOunne Soeeeroaos Sq4G 


South Melbourne 
South Melbourne 
South Melbourne 
UTS Olympic 

AIS 

South Melbourne 
South Melbourne 
Collingwood 

UTS Olympic 

AIS 

UTS Olympic 

AIS 


Leeds Utd 
Brisbane Strikers 
Canberra Cosmos 


for a top class coaching 
facility are a well grassed area 
with the availability of an 
indoor area in case of bad 
weather. This can also be used 
for formal classroom sessions, 
These sessions include, in the 
case of both BFA and FAE, 
physiology, diet, injury 
treatment and recovery, and 
discussions on the tactical side 
of the World Game. 

Gardikiotis was inter- 
viewed live to ait on radio in 
Rio de Janeiro during his 
attendance at a First Division 
game. He was asked about the 
state of the game in Australia 
and his mission during his 
visit. 

The opportunity was taken 
to visit the “Zico Centro de 
Football’. Japanese money has 
been put into the development 
with the great Brazilian 
Soccer player Zico at its head. 

Over 600 youngsters, aged 


Lucas Neill 
Michael Pirone 
Mark Robertson 


Kostas Salapasidis Adelaide City 


Ante Seric 
Sebastian Sinozic 
Yani Taicevski 
Andy Vargas 
Kasey Wehrman 
Nathan Wildy 
Clayton Zane 
Breakers 

Ivan Zelic 

Peter Zois 


ilian techniques 
i ralia 


6-17, attend four sessions a 
week of 75 minutes each. Five 
hours of intensive, high level 
training and coaching. The 
Centre has four floodlit full 
size pitches and extensive 
indoor areas. Doctors have the 
best medical equipment 
available to them. 

Also, they are running a 
third division club now. The 
U/16 and U/17 players 
graduate to this club. The plan 
is for this club to be in 
Brazil’s top division and 
challenging for the very top 
by early in the coming 
century. 

So there is a great incentive 
to excell at the Zico Football 
Centre. Maybe their method is 


- an example that could be 


copied in Australia, with a 
team in the lower reaches of 
one of the State Leagues? A 


plan could be drawn up.and - 


executed to put a team in the 
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Millwall 
Adelaide City 


Wollongong Wolves 


Marconi Fairfield 
Hajduk Split 


Marconi Fairfield 
vis 

Brisbane Strikers 
West Adelaide 
Newcastle 


UTS Olympic 
VIS 


NSL. 

For further details call 
the Football Academy of 
Excellence on (02) 
95267426. 


PANY 
hy a : y ry 
Readers! If you can supply a caption to our 
cartoon this week please write and tell us. 


Open Day for 
Parents and 
players 
Boys & Girls | 
SUNDAY MAY 25 
2pm for 2.15pm 
Hamilton Road, 
Fairfield West 


Ph: 02 9604 3333 


“An opportunity for a 
complete Soccer education.” 


Position 
Wanted 


International experienced 
Youth League and Under 
18s Coach available for 
Super Youth League or 
first Division Level 2, 3 
Coaching Certificate 
call:— 


0417 289 787 
anytime 


HOW......? 


With my help you'll © Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 


out of your life 


ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 
© 0419 622 685 


ta ABST 
_ 


Zane keen to 


make the 


By DANE SKAFTE 


ewcastle Breakers striker Clayton Zane was named 

last week in a 28 man young Socceroos squad to 

prepare for next month’s Under 20 World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia. 

The lanky Newcastle frontman headed to Sydney late last 
week for a 12 day camp. 

The final squad will be cut back to 18, and will be chosen on 
the last day of the training sessions. 

Zane will be desperately trying to attract the attention of the 
National Under 20 coach, Les Scheinflug, after having spent the 
majority of the qualifying tournament on the bench in Tahiti last 
year. 


Zane was very happy to be included in the camp and will put 
everything on the line to nvake the final squad. 

Meanwhile several of the Breakers players have been 
cleared to play in the Northem NSW First Division competition. 
Club captain, 33 year old David Lowe, has moved to Maitland 
and exciting strikers Harry James and Adam Fittock will 
strengthen the Hamilton Warriors line up. 

Defender Glenn Moore has been released to play with 
Broadmeadow Magic and Gary Wilson has signed with Bob 
Namouy’s Edgeworth Eagles. 

'@ Northern NSW Soccer Federation Development Officer 
Mark Ambler will visit primary schools in the North West region 
from (today) Tuesday 13 to Friday 16 May. 

Mark will conduct Soccer Development Soccer Skills and 
Technical Development along with balance and co-ordination for 
the pupils of the schools in the area, 

The schools program is part of the ongoing policy of the 
Federation in the development of Soccer for the youngsters in 
the ‘state’ of Northem NSW. 

“As long as children have the opportunity to participate in 
sport they have the chance of being better people,” Ambler said. 


cut 


Clayton Zane: Hopeful of making U/20 squad for 
Malaysia. 


“Tf they elect to play Soccer then that is a bonus.” 

“This pi is being conducted in conjunction with north- 
west regional office of the NSW Department of Sport and 
Recreation.” 

It is part of both organisations’ ongoing commitment to 
deliver quality sporting experiences to the children of rural 
NSW,” said the department’s Scott White. 


we ow os 


Waratah Cup 
victory to Lysaghts 


By PHIL MURPHY 
| Pe THawarra 

Premier League 
champions, scored in the 
closing seconds of extra time 
to beat Eastern Suburbs 3-2 
in the opening round of the 
Waratah Cup. 

The game was played at 
Ball’s Paddock and provided 
the crowd with plenty of 
action. 

Lysaghts took the game to 
the Sydney team and really 
should have led by a couple of 
goals at half time. 

As things tuned out, it was 
Eastern Suburbs who finished 
the half off strongest. 

They scored two goals in a 
tinute just before half time to 
lead 2-1 at the break. 

Lysaghts had dominated the 
first half but their finishing let 
themi down badly. 

All they had to show for 
their domination was a goal 
from Steve Krishna, a header 
from a Jason Spencer free kick 
after 12 minutes, 

They missed at least three 
clear-cut chances after very 


good leadup work, 

Eastern Suburbs rocked 
Lysaghts when Mick Danials 
played a square ball to Gary 
Spivak from a free kick and 
Spivak hammered in a great 
goal. 

Inside a minute, sweeper 
Matt Dihm crashed home a 
spectacular goal from 30m. 

Lysaghts regained their 
composure in the second half 
and were rewarded when 
striker Anthony Guido headed 
home an equaliser from 
Spencer’s cross. 

Veteran Mike Hollifield 
made a big difference when he 
was used off the bench 
midway through the second 
half. 

He set up the winner with 
referee Mario Mastroianni 
ready to arrange a penalty 
shootout. Hollifield took a 
corner on the right, the ball 
was cleared but Krishna 
headed in the second cross. 

Spencer had an outstanding 
game for Lysaghts down the 
left, while Spivak was the pick 
of the Eastern Suburbs side. 
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DAILY UPDATES « GOSSIP © TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


MIR SOCCER - SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia’s most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1800 155 333, and select 


choice of Information. 


Calls cost 8S cents per minute, higher rates apply mabile 
and public telephones. 


BRITISH « EUROPEAN e ASIAN 


NEWS e SCORES & RESULTS 


AnD more JUST CALL 1900 155 333 
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Super League 
Round 10 
Ist “unr ujis ~< 


Sutherland Sharks ¥ Bankstown City Lions. 
23. 13 


af |) 


PNHUUPRKeNUOCUN SD | 
GEN Ub OF Oe 


Parramatta Eagles 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City 
Blacktown City 
Bonnyrigg WE 
Macarthur Rams 
Canterbury Beries 
Sutherland Sharks. 
St George 

Central Coast 
Sydney United 


wwwuwnwonmHougo 
WNeKNPSHeou 


Division One 
Round 17 


Ist U/2i U/18 


Rockdale City Suns v Warringah Dolphins 
Postponed 
Greystanes v Illawarra Lions 
15 14 81 
Fairfield Bulls v Eastern Suburbs 
30 53 23 
Hills United v Bathurst “75 
1-1 0-1 0-1 
Penrith Panthers v Mt Pritchard 
40 0-2 0-1 
Auburn United v Stanmore Hawks 
ll 20 1-1 
Belmore Hercules v West Wanderers 
Postponed 
Ryde City v Hurstville City Minotaurs 
12 3-1 41 


First Grade 


Hurstville City Minotaurs 46, Bathurst ‘75 34, Ryde 
City 34, Stanmore Hawks 31, Eastem Suburbs 29, 
Fairfield Bulls 27, Rockdale City Suns 27, Rockdale 


City Suns 25, Mt Pritchard 25, Belmore Hercules 24, 
Hills United 23, Auburn United 20, Penrith Panthers | 


19, Illawarra Lions 11, Warringah Dolphins 10, 
Greystanes 10, West Wanderers 7. 


Division Two 
Round 11 
Ist U/21. U/I8 
Mt Druitt Town v Concord Juniors 
60 10 80 
Parramatta City v Dulwich Hill 
14 20 10 
AC United v Sydney District 
2-1 1-3 1-0 
Liverpool City v Moorebank Sports 
3-1 0-0 Z 
Hurstville ZSC v Gladesville United 
Postponed 
Alexander Warriors v University of NSW 
Postponed 


Division Two 
First Grade 


Dulwich Hill 22, Moorebank Sports 20, Mt Druitt 
Town 18, Uni of NSW 18, Liverpool City 17, 
Hurstville ZSC 16, Gladesville United 12, AC United 

| 12, Sydney United 12, Parramatta City 11, Concord 
Juniors 10, Alexander Warriors 8. 


’ St Johns Park v Hakoah 03 
The Wanderers v Granville Greenisland Postponed 
White City v Colo Colo A. 


2nd 


1-1 

gs 1-2 3-1 

CSI Schofields v United Eagles -60 Vela 

| Balmain v Springwood Postponed 
| St Josephs v Fraser Park 0.2 24 
0-7 1-1 

50-2 5-1 


Division Four 
First Grade 


| Fraser Park 27, Sydney University 25, Maroubra 
United 23, Marrickville 19, CSI Schofields 18, 
Earlwood Hermes 15, Mascot Kings 13, United 
Eagles 13, St Josephs 10, Balmain 10, Springwood 
9, Lithgow Workmen 7, Fairfield Kings 2, Angels 
Liverpool United 0. 


Division Five 
Round 10 


ist 2nd 


Holy Cross v Blacktown Premier Postponed 
Sporting SCC v Bossy 32 S1 
Aubum Star v Camden Tigers 2A-- 31 
AVA United v Kosciusko Postponed 
| Racing v Nepean District 0-4 0-2 
Homenetmen v Fairfield Eagles 43 40 
Canterbury Bullets v AC Sydney Postponed 


Division Five 
First Grade 


Camden Tigers 25, Holy Cross College 20, Nepean 
District 17, Bossy 17, AC Sydney 17, Blacktown 

| Premier 16, Homenetmen 14, Kosciusko 12, 
Fairfield Eagles 10, Sporting SCC 10, Aubum Star 
10, Racing 9, Canterbury Bullets 7, AVA United 2. 


Womens State League 
Division I — Round 9 


Ist 2nd 


NSW Inst/Acy v Sutherland Shire Il 10 
Gladesville Ravens vy UWS Macarthur =‘ Postponed 
Marconi v Eastern Suburbs 11 50 
Macquarie District v Penrith Panthers Postponed 
Sydney United v NNSW Institute/Academy 70 
2-3 


Division 1 
First Grade 
| Sydney United 21, NSW Inst/Academy 17, Marconi 
17, NNSW Inst/Academy 17, UWS Macarthur 14, 


Eastern Suburbs 10, Sutherland Shire 9, Penrith 
Panthers 6, Gladesville Raven 6, Macquarie Distict 


FIRST DIVISION 
Saturday May 17 


Aubuan United v West Wanderers — Mona Park, pm 
Hills United v Fairfield Bulls — Fred Caterson Reserve, pm 
Stanmore Hawks v Penrith Panthers — Arlingron Oval, 7pm 


MEN'S 
{ATION 


re 


Raven 7, Eastern | 


Anthony Surjan: On loan to Parramatta Eagles from 
Wollongong. 


Round 18 


Sunday May 18 — Round 18 


THE TABLE 


KK 


Division Three 


Eastern Suburbs v Rockdale City Suns — Wentworth Park, 3pm 
Round 8 


Warringah Dolphins v Illawarra Lions — Cromer Park, 3pm 
Mr. Pritchard v Bathurst ‘75 — Cook Park (Mr Pritchard), 3pm ni 
urstville City Minotaurs v Belmore Hercules — Hurstville Oval, 3pm iy 
Ryde City v Greystanes — 1T.G. Millner Field, 3pm ‘ 


Ist 2nd 


Hawkesbury City v Prospect United 2-2 1-5 
Prariewood United v Glebe Wanderers 0-2 16 


Trasandinos v Amcliffe Scots Postponed SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 Min. cll 
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By PAUL GOODWIN 


AUBURN UNITED 1 STANMORE 1 
It took a bit of magic from stocky striker Eddie Briscoe to eam 
the visiting Stanmore: Hawks a valuable point from Aubum United 
after a superb display by home keeper Haydar Arsland who 
looked like stopping everything at one stage. 

Aubum were well in contention early, with Unal Ogmen getting 
the locals off to a good start with a 15th minute goal after a high 
bouncing ball had eluded Stanmore sweeper, Steve Sentas, at a 
windswept Mona Park. 

Ogmen carried the ball on and drove the ball past Paul 
Kyprianou. Ogmen also had another chance, but this time steered 
the ball wide of the post. 

Stanmore were well on top in the second half and looked like 
winning it, but Arslan stood in their way as shots from Paul 
Andricopoulos and that man Briscoe kept on coming. 


HILLS UNITED 1 BATHURST 1 
Bathurst were looking for their next victim on their unbeaten 
travels when they went off to Fred Caterson Reserve, but admitted 
that they were fortunate to get away with even a point against 
Lawrie McKinna’s Hill United. 
The woodwork got in the way of Hills and a big victory as shots 
from Andrew Bow hit a defender before smacking the post and a 
cracker from McKinna hit another upright. 
Adam Hagger also hit the bar after coming on off the bench, 
while Luke Allshorn headed against the cross member too. 
McKinna was looking sharp up front and it was the player-coach 
who scored wilh his first goal of the season when he accepted a 


es from Bob Casserley in the 41st minute and hit the bail past Three Saturday games this weekend, Stanmore and Penrith 
raydon Barcham. a 4 = 4 providing some top action at Arlington Oval where goals could 
Bathurst were always competitive and it was a typical piece of | be plentiful Also the same day al Fred Caterson fills United 
work by Scott Mutton which saw that player get his side level in | will be out to show that they are now in top shape by dealing 
the 69th. Mutton styaed just on-side and picked his moment to | with the improving Falrfieid Bulls. 

speed past the flat-footed Hills central defenders and score a fine The third game is between Auburn and West Wanderers at 
goal, Mona Park, a game which Wests will be aiming to win to get 
away from the bottom. Auburn are always a danger and hard to 
FAIRFIELD BULLS 3 EASTERN SUBURBS 0 eat of home, but Wests will be hungry so this could be a close 


Fairfield Bulls are back to the form their supporters have been Pritct 
waiting for all season and a lot of the credit must go to hard Sunday brings Bathurst to Cook Fark to face Mount a 


working midfielder lan Stoddart. The red-haired Stoddart has been | gis 2.qucmuon ou wletter the coun ide s silt on tact 
running hard all year and lately-has been scoring goals, so it) 3 super run and an unbeaten q 


21— Louis Dounis (Hurstville) 
15— Scott Mutton (Bathurst) 
14— Eddie Briscoe (Stanmore) 

13— Spase Najdovski (Rockdale) 

9— Jim Melissourgos (Belmore), Con 
Anagnostopoulos (Stanmore), Tony 
Mihaljevic (Hurstville), Huseyin 
Beyhan (Auburn). 

8— Trent Worrall (Wests), Aydin Cetinay 
(Auburn), Chris Sciberras 
(Greystanes). 


Weekend Preview ... 
Round 18 


followed that he would be given a chance to play up front when 
Nihad Ahmed pulled a muscle in the previous week's game. 

This time he was able to score twice, despite Eastem Suburbs 
having most of the possession in the first half. 

The combination of Rick Giometti and Stoddart allied to clever 
attacking player Sasha Talevski worked well on the counter 
attacking moves employed by the Bulls. 

Stoddart scored either side of the break, with help from his 
rtners and then retumed the compliment by setting up Giometti 
for the third near the end. 


RYDE CITY 1 H'VILLECITYMINOTAURS 2 

The Minotaurs surged even further ahead of all the other sides 
when they beat Ryde City 2-1 at T G Millner Field. It was a clear t 
cut win by the Hurstville side which took the win courtesy of clever Ryde: eat Ce 
headers by diminutive midfielder Tom Pontidas either side of half Mbp poin pes 
‘time. 
Pontidas was always in the thick of the action and could have 
had a couple more as shots and headers of his were well saved 
by Ryde goalie Andrew Prentice. 

Pontidas got in his first from a cross by Gerry Mamolis at the far 
post and then got the other from a near post header from a cross 
by the same Nee 

Matthew Borg did well to accept a long bail forward from 
Prentice and outfox the defence to execute a confident finish in 
the 52nd minute, but the lead up work broke down too often for 


GREYSTANES 1 ILLAWARRA LIONS 5 
Illawarra Lions are now playing very well and poor Greystanes 
took the full brunt of their renewed power as new recruit 
Sterjovski, from the AIS, hit them with a hat trick. 

Other new signings Sasha Dimoski and Richard Lloyd weighted 
in with the others and Greystanes could manage but one, a 


consolation goal by Mike Schofield, who had come on as a Lynwood Park, 7.17pm 
substitute. 
David Apps in the Greystanes goal was in outstanding form and Sunday May 18 
prevebled =icompicteiWiii mas antrerbury Marrickville v Parramatta Eagles —g¢ 
PENRITH 4 MT PRITCHARD 0 < aus ean 7D 
Stan Ackerley’s Penrith Panthers were too good for Mounties at Bonanyriqg W.E. v St. George Saints — 


Cook Park, St Marys, running in three goals before the break. 
It all began with an own goal by Eric Lynch who could not help 
putting into his own net in the 36th minute. 

New player Darren Read got the second after a solo run in the 
43rd, followed by a tidy finish from Danny Hinton after a team 


R LEAGUE _ tx 

Ryde to make a real fist of it. ND ELEY ——— 
Saturday May 17 

sherland Sharks v Blackrown Citry Demons — 


Seymour Shaw Park, 7pm 
Macarthur Rams v Sydney Unired — 


Serbian Centre, pm 
Leichhardt Tigers v Central Coast — 
Lambert Park, pm 
SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 Ni. call cist 73ejmin, [DS (Higher rate applies with mubile and public phones! 


EAGLES 
AND TIGERS 
OPEN GAP 
Pi 


Tigers are neck and 
neck at the top of 
the Super League. 
They have a three 
point lead on 
Bankstown City 
Lions with 
Blacktown City 
Demons a further 
point behind. 

On a _ cold, 
showery and very 
windy weekend 
Canterbury Berries 
game at Henson Park 
with Macarthur 
Rams had to be 
called off due to a 
waterlogged pitch. 

Leichhardt Tigers 
just managed to 
overcome a 
determined Sydney 
United away from 
home when Glenn 
Meilak slipped in a 
goal early in the 
second half. 

At the Serbian 
Centre on Saturday yoo 
evening, Bonnyrigg Damon Langon: On winning side 
were expected to with Blacktown against St. George. 
make it tough for 
visiting Parramatta Eagles. However, the genius of Gabriel 
Mendez, newly signed by the Eagles, set his team on the way 
with a fifteen minute strike. 

Anthony Surjan, on loan from NSL outfit Wollongong 
Wolves put the game beyond Bonnyrigg 20 minutes from time. 

Sutherland Sharks slumped to their fourth defeat of the season 
at Seymour Shaw on a chilly Saturday night. Five goals were 
scored but unfortunately for the Sharks the visiting Bankstown 
City claimed three of them. 

Greg Lerond and Harry Christodoulou were on target for 
Sutherland while Saso Boskovski opened up for Bankstown. 
Tony Josevski knocked one in at the 63rd minute mark and with 
minutes to go Mile Todoroski settled the issue. 

Ata dry but very windy Gabbie Stadium also on Saturday 
night, Blacktown City Demons got back on the winning trail 
over a St George side which only has one win to date. 

It was left to Damien Foxe up from defence to score the only 
goal of the game with just 15 minutes gone in the first half. ~ 

On Saturday Sutherland play Blacktown at Seymour Shaw at 
7.00pm while Macarthur are home to Sydney United on the same 
night. 

All Sunday games kick off at 3 o'clock. Leichhardt should be 
too strong for Central Coast at Lambert Park. Canterbury may 
find Parramatta just too hot at Henson Park. 

St George will find no joy for them at the Serbian Centre 
where hosts Bonayrigg will be keen to return to the winner's 
circle. 


= 
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SYDNEY UNITED 3 
(J Culina 24, Marusic 35) SOUTH MELBOURNE 


; Blatsis 91) 
BRISBANE STRIKERS ( 
(Knipe 77) ADELAIDE CITY 


Crowd: 7,120 Crowd: 6,500 


Sydney United (4/7) v South Melbourne (3/1) 
Draw (9/4) 
Sunday 18 May, 3.00pm | Choose a sport, 
Parramatta Stadium, Sydney. pick a winner, 


To Win The Grand Final: call SportOdds. 


Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers 
South Melbourne 


me Knipe: Contin tinued his Sua progress 
Jason Culina: This 16 year old made his Father and ‘tie season with the goal that put the Strikers into 
the supporters proud of his efforts. 


Con Blatsis: Scored the all important goal for 
South Melbourne. 
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CT coach Walter Valeri 

has named what he calls “a 

balanced squad” for the 
opening representative fixture of 
the season against the Illawarra 
League, giving recognition both 
to experience and an exciting new 
crop of young players. 

On the one hand, he has gone for 
recognisable qualities of players 
like Belconnen United's tall 
defender Jason Dunn, but alongside 
Dunn in defence could be the 
relatively unknown Josh 
Whittington of Weston Creek. 

‘The current form of other young 
players, such as Belconnen United's 
Valerio Galeotti and Adrian 
Dowling, is recognised, and Valeri 
has, perhaps surprisingly, passed 
over former National League and 
NSW Superleague goalkeeper Paul 
Jones (Olympic) in favour of 
youngsters Pedro Pavez and Barney 
Smith. 

Valeri said with Canberra 
Cosmos keeper Anthony Giannasca 
sitting out the winter season to rest 
a groin strain, he decided to go for 
youth in that position, 

“T thought long and hard about 
Paul, but it is only recently he has 
committed himself to a full Premier 
League season,” he said. 

Doubts also rest with two other 
Cosmos players: Peter Mazis has 
yet to re-sign for Olympic and Tony 
Lemezina has signed, but not yet 
played, for State League club 
Capital City Suns. If Lemezina does 
resume playing locally, he will be 
the only squad member outside the 
Premier League. 

Canberra Deakin has the most 
representatives in the squad with 
five, followed by Belconnen with 
four. Queanbeyan City, 
Tuggeranong United and the 
University of Canberra are 
unrepresented, 

Valeri stressed this squad is only 
for the traditional Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend fixture against the 
Illawarra League. “We have a full 
program this year, with home and 
away matches against Western 
NSW, then the British Army 
representative team will be here, 
followed by the end-of-season tour 
to Indonesia,” he said. “Places are 
still open for these later games.” 


top-four contention for the first time. 


Coach John Bull praised the defence for its clean sheet. 
“We have been conceding soft goals up to now, but it was 


teally firm at the back today,” he said. 


“After this performance, I can’t wait for next week — and 


T'msure that goes for the entire team.” 


Buljan had already come close for Deakin when Barac got 
clear of his marker inside the goal area to head home a cross 


from David Milin, 


Milin’s brother, Tommy, was involved in the second on the 
half-hour, Faced with a congested penalty area he slipped a 
pass to Barac who had gone wide, and the hard-working 
striker shot low and accurately past goalkeeper David 


Langone, 


The final goal came seven minutes from the end. This time 
it was a solo effort from Barac, who broke away to dribble 
past a defender and the goalkeeper before side-footing the ball 


home from two metres. 


It was a dismal afternoon for City which seems to be losing 


Deakin whitewash 
Canberra City 


Go Deakin had Cosmos players Peter Buljan, 
David Milin and Barney Smith in the line-up for the 
first time this season — but it was one of the regular hands 
who stole the show in a 3-0 over Canberra City on Sunday. 

Tony Barac scored all three of his team’s goals as Deakin 
put memories of its slow start firmly away, and moved into 


cer Federation Sports House Maitland Street Hackett ACT 2602 Tel: 062480614 Fax: 062572958 
— By GRAHAM COOKE 


EMAIL: http://www.actsf.org.au./ 


ib SQ 
ACT REPS 


The toll sqwacdl fiss 


Peter Buljan, David Milin, Zvonimir Rakic, Mladin 
Rogic, Barney Smith (Canberra Deakin), Joe 
Campagna, Alex Tsiokos (Canberra City), George 
Cattanach, Vic Fernandez, Peter Mazis (Olympic), 
Adrian Dowling, Jason Dum, Lino Fiorese, 
Valerio Galleotti (Belconnen United), Joe 
Gagetti, Paul Gagetti, Pedro Pavez (Juventus), 
Steve Lazzari, Martin Lazzari, Josh Whittington 
(Weston Creek), Tony Lemezina (Capital City 
Suns), Daniel Macor (Monaro). 


anberra Cosmos is the centre 

‘of a political storm with the 
news the ACT Government has 
agreed to guarantee a $200,000 
loan for the club from the 
Advance Bank. 

Chief Minister Kate Camell gave 
the news to the Legislative 
Assembly last week, and 
immediately the Opposition 
spokesman on sport, Roberta 
McRae, was wondering publicly 
why the Government was favouring 
Soccer. 

“J suppose it kas to be driven by 
thoughts of the Olympic tournament 
coming here,” Ms McRae said. “But 
thoughts were never given to 
supporting the Canberra 


over guarantee 


Bushrangers baseball team when it 
was failing, or for aiding the push to 
get an AFL team here.” 

Cosmos chairman Paul Murphy 
said the loan had been taken 
“because we have so many exciting 
things planned, we did not want to 
see it all fall over for lack of short- 
term funding.” 

The ACT Government's 
guarantee will last only until 
October 31, 1998 “and I have every 
confidence we will have repaid the 
amount by half-way through the 
loan period,” Murphy said. 

“Believe me, we had to do some 
hard negotiating to convince the 
Government to give the 
undertaking.” 


He said negotiations for a new 
coach for the club, and for 
additional players, were continuing. 
“I also expect to have our 
outstanding debt with Soccer 
Australia discharged by the end of 
the month. 

“The Cosmos have also 
completed a very favourable deal 
with the Seiffert Oval Trust to play 
in Queanbeyan next season while 
Bruce Stadium is being renovated,” 
Murphy said. 

“It involves having control of 
things like food outlets, and will be 
of great benefit to us, if our average 
crowds begin to rise.” 


Ihe ACT Premier League 
aimed its first coaching 
casulty of the 1997 season when 
Queanbeyan City’s Peter 
Gjorgievski resigned, saying he 
could not work with the club’s 
committee. 

City has won just once in its first 
five games, and is second from the 
bottom of the 10-team competition. 
However, Gjorgievski said that for 
most of that time he has not been 
allowed the final say in team 
selection. 

“Tt is a great shame, Queanbeyan 


ACT PREMIER LEAGUE 
Queanbeyan City 

0 Canberra Deakin 

0 Belconnen United 

3 Olympic 


Weston Creek 3 
Canberra City 
Gungahlin Juventus 
Monaro 


VIVARAITAG 
On MUR bho 


Jason Dunn: Adds BEE experience at national league 


level to ACT Representive squad. SSS We 


Reserves: Mison Creek 2 avenbars City a Coben City 


FIRST CASUALTY 
IN COACHING 
RANKS 


‘has many talented players and it will 
only take a person with a tactical 
brain and the right relationship with 
the players to lift the club off the 
bottom of the table,” he said. 

That task now rests with Bill 
Sefanoski who Gjorgievski described 
as “a good man ... very tolerant, I 
wish him well.” 

‘The former coach said he had also 
been blamed for the loss of Canberra 
Cosmos striker Tony 
Lemezina, who signed for 
City, but did not play a 
match. Lemezina will now 


Bkooveseer 
Osnootppaprouo 


Canberra Deakin 4, Gungahlin Juventus 0 Belconnen United 1, 


Monaro 0 Olympic 2. 


Youth: Weston Creek 6 Que; 
oymne 3 


Cooma 
White Eagles 
Burns Club 
ANU 

Capital City Suns 
Coor 


ma 
Belconnen United 
White ite Eagles 


Defence Acad. 


its way after a bright start to the season. Its best effort came a 
minute before Deakin’s third — a free kick, dropped by 
goalkeeper Smith, was then ballooned over the bar by Pat 
Phommaseisy. 009 


Weston Creek confirmed its position in the top four 
when it easily accounted for Queanbeyan City 3-0 at 
Woden Purk, writes Nick Guoth, 

Although Weston dominated throughout, it was not until 
mid-way through the second half, when substitute Damon 
Howlett entered the game, that the scoring began, Howlett 
chimed in for two goals and set up the third. 

Yet it was the numerous chances that went begging in the 
hour before that worried Creek coach Jimmy Bland, as the side 
struggled to cope with the absence of the high scoring Steve 
Lazan. 

‘Twenty minutes into the second half Howlett, with one. of 
his first touches, set up Tony.Halton to break the deadlock. 
With 10 minutes to go, Halton returned the favour after a 


ooeccobog 


‘Suns 1, ANU 4 White Eagles 1. 
Capital City Suns 2. 
Youth: Belwest-Olympl 


Defence Academy 
-Belwest 5, Marist 


Points: Belconnen United 18, Cues 17, Canberra Deakin 14, 
Weston Creek 14, University of Canberra 8, Canberra City 6, Monaro 
6, Tuageranong United 3, Gungshiin Juventus 5, Queanbeyan City 0. 
City 0, Canberra City 5 Canberra 
Deakin 10, Gungahlin Juventus 2 Belconnen United 3, Monaro 1 


Reserves: Belconnen untied 3 Sans Club 1, Cooma ; cana ciy 


Points: Canberra Deakin 18, Weston Creek 15, Olympic 14, eee 
Juventus 12, Belconnen United 12, Monaro 6, Canberra Cl 
University of ‘Canberra 5, Queanbeyan City 2, Tuggeranong Unica ae 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION 1 
1 Capital City Suns 
0 ANU 
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Points: ANU 17, Belconnen United 17, Bums Club 15, Cooma 11, 
White Eagles 10, Defence Academy 6, University of Canberra 4, 


ic 1 Radford 1, Tuggeranong United 5 Marist 1. 
Points: Belconnen United 15, Radford 14, Belwest-Olympic 14, 


9, Ji geal United 9, White Eagles 6, 


DIVISION 2: ANU 17 Weston Creek 0, Ginninderra 3 Canberra City 
1, Wollondilly Wanderers 4 Belconnen United D, Calwell Valley 3 


: : am ranong United 2, ANU Il 4 Bums Club 1. 

delightful cross by Rod Vickers, F Polite AMI Weston Creek 0, Ginnindera 3 Canberra City 1, 
‘The game was put away when Howlett was on the end of a wotiondilly Wanderers 4 Belconnen Unlked 0, Calwell Valley 3 

Josh Whittington cross to finish the scoring. United 2, ANU 4 Burrs 


Bland was happy with the way the team worked hard in the 
attacking third, but was more pleased with the fact it did not 
concede any soft goals. 


Clu! 
fit ANU IT 17, Calva valley 


8, B Belcoanen 2 fang nae Cay 5. Weston Grek 0 
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fh, . Wollondily 
inderra 9. Burns Club 


Sunday, May 13— 


University of Canbe 
Monaro,U! 
anberra D 


Youth 1 lam, Reserves 


University o 
Burns Club. 


play for Capital City Suns in the State 
League First Division. 

“They say I encouraged Lemezina 
not to come, but that is totally untrue, 
why would I do that?” Gjorgievski 
said, “I gave City my all. [live on the 
north side of Canberra, yet I travelled 
to training and neglected my 
business, all for nothing. 

“The time has come to hang up my 
boots and my brain.” 
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BULLEEN INTER KINGS 
MELTON REDS — 


ALTONA MAGIC1 
_NORTH GEELONG WARRIORS | 


By Dwyght Tuffnell KINGS: Keogh, By Zoran Milenkovski 
Te goals in the ten minutes spared Buileen an upset | yalentic, Stojceyski, Itona Magic defeated 
draw at home to struggling Melton Reds. Krajacic, Tsiakos, bottom of the table 

The Reds, second bottom on the table, held the Kings Mazzini, North Geelong Warriors 1 - 
goalless for most of the night but conceded two goals once it 0 at Paisley Park on 
midfielder Justin Scrobogna was sent off in the 75th minute Saturday night. 
after receiving his second yellow card. North Geelong were 

Melton had the best chance in the first half when Tamer strengthened with the signings 
Simsek rounded Sean Keogh. Faced with an open goal, of Melboume Knights’ players 
Simsek somehow managed to scoop the ball over the top. Ante Deak and Damien 

Bulleen did all the attacking whilst the Melton defence Vojtek. 
were content to just boot the ball out their own half any time In form Altona striker Sash 
the Kings attacked. Becvinovski was involved in goal scoring action again when 

Once Scrobogna got his marching orders it was only a supplied Savva Rusmir in the 38th minute who found the 
matter of time before the home side broke through. T.Simsek, Carter, back of the net. 

Poor marking at a corner left Damien Guglielmi all by REFEREE: J.Annuss Simon Micevski came close 
himself on the edge of the area and inevitably the ball found | YOTES: 3 - Tsiakos on numerous occasions in the 
its way out to him. (BK), 2 - Ciantar second half which could have | Vojtek, Stolica, 


increased Altona’s scoreline. 


Guglielmi, with plenty of time, fired the ball into the top (MR), 1 - Stojcevski L.Skoko, Sobeyski. 


comer. Carlton coach Eddie 
Substitute Anthony Barbieri got the sealer with one minute Kmcevic was an interested REFEREE: A. Stacey 
to go. He started the move which led to Louie Makrigiannis spectator at the game. 


saving from Damon Collina. Kmcevic mentioned that he VOTES: 5 - Cagalj 
Harry Ngata then chipped a shot towards the unguarded would like to use the Altona (NG); 2- Tapai (AM); 
goal only to see it cleared off the line by Fatih Yetismis but team to recruit players. 1- Micevski (AM) 


Barbieri was there to force the bali home. 


ENTLEIGH GREENS “2 THOMASTOWN ZEBRAS TF | 
_ SPRINGVALE WHITE EAGLES _ 2 FAWKNER BLUES | . 


By Milan Ninovic By Michael Zappone 
entleigh Greens played out | jprecersl Blues produced a 

Ba exciting 2-2 draw with stunning display against 
Springvale White Eagles in a Thomastown Zebras to run 
game which produced three out 3-1 winners at Partridge 
send offs at the Kingston Heath Reserve on Sunday. 
Soccer Complex on Sunday. Fawkner were strengthend 

Bentleigh struck first blood with the signings of Ivan Duzel 
through star player Nick Van (Melbourne Kinights), Joe 
Egmond, three minutes into the Tricarico (Gippsland Falcons) 
second half. Van, Egmond also and Blagoja Kuleski a former 


Marconi player. f= 


The Blues struck in the 21st minute when Tony Sterjovski 
crossed the ball to Peter Bordignon who fired his first time 
shot into the goal. 

Duzel increased Fawkner's lead five 
minutes later as he slotted home a pass 
from Eric Vassiliadis. ~ 

Thomastown pulled a goal back in the 


scored the equaliser in the 82nd 
minute from long range. = 
White Eagle Danny Gnjidic scored from the penalty spot in 
the 49th minute when Andy Theoharous handled the ball. 
Sasha Nilokic gave 
Springvale the lead in the 
65th minute after he 
latched onto a pass from 


Mihajlovic, Gnjidic, 
Gacovski. 


Gnijidic. REFEREE: J. 34th minute when George Jolevski supplied 
Bentleigh had Con Annuss John Sapazovski who scored from close 

Boutsianis and Gerry VOTES: 5 - range. 

McDonagh sent off and Gacovski (SWE) 2- Bordignon put the result beyond 

Calomino was shown his ‘Van jond (BG); Thomastown’s reach as he scored his 

marching orders for iL (SWE) second, a minute from full time. 

Springvale. t ; 


PRESTON LIONS erm 
GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 


By George Koukeris 


n entertaining 

encounter involving 
Preston Lions and Green 
Gully Cavaliers was on the 
agenda at Goodyear 
Staduim on Sunday. 

Preston broke the deadlock 

in the 29th minute, when 
Socceroo Goran Lozanovski 
beat the offside trap and 
slipped the ball past Chris 
Vella. 


bs 

“he ce oe . s 
Sunday May 18 

Port Melbourne Sharks v Melton — Anderson Reserve 

: ~~ — kick off 3:00pm 


Green Gully had Jamie McMinimee sent off in the 65th Heidelberg Green Gully Cavaliers — Olympic Village 
minute after two yellow cards. r — kick off 3.00pm : 
The. Cavaliers were sparked Preston Lions v Fal Blues — Stadium 
into action after send off and — Kick off 3.00 s 
within three minutes, Gully -UOpm 
were on level terms, Daniel North Geelong Warriors v Th Zebras — Elcho Park 
Genovesi let fly with long — kick off 3: m ~" 


range shot which beat Lupco (OTES: 

. Acevski. Lozanovski (PL); 2- 
Both sides rallied in the last} Genovesi (GG); 1- 
20 minutes for a winner, but | Cimino (GQ). 
neither could provided the 
goods. 


Springvale White v Altona — Serbian Sports Centre 
: —kick off 5.00pm 

Sunshine Georgies v Bentleigh Greens = Chaplin Reserve 

4 — kick off 3.00pm : 


[ ee 


, 4 
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_ STATE LEAGUE RESULTS _ 
URN DIVISION 1 — ROUND 9 


Saturday May 17 
Northcote City v Westvale 


Sunday May 18 
Moorabbin City v Richmond 
Kingston City v Broadmeadows City 
Maroondah Arrows v Doncaster Rovers 
Westgate v Lalor United 
Western Suburbs v South Dandenong 
Springvale City v Werribee City 


DIVISION 2 — ROUND 9 
day ey 17 
Oakleigh v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Frankston Strikers v Frankston Pines 
East Richmond v Regent Bulla 
Knox City v Altona City 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Bell Park 
Old Scotch Waverley v Altona East 
Mooroolbark v Ringwood City 


I a 
DIVISION 3 — ROUND 9 \9 
Saturday May 17 
Pascoe Vale v Banyule C! 
South Springvale v South Caulfield 
Diamond Valley United v North Coburg United 


"PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS. 


Round 12 Results 
Green Gully Cavaliers 1 (own goal) — 
Thomastown Zebras 0 
Bulleen inter Kings 2 (Guglielmi, Barbieri) — 
Melton Reds 0 


Round 13 Results 
Altona Magic 1 (Rusmir) - North Geelong 
Warriors 0 
Bentleigh Greens 2 (Van Egmond 2) - 
Springvale White Eagles 2 (Gnjidic, Nikolic) 


Thomastown Zebras 1 (Sapazovski) - Fawkner_ 
Blues 3 ( Dur)" 7 


Preston Lions 1 (Lozanovsk 
ae Cavaliers | (Genco), 
Parietal Lee 


Jim Melissourgos (Belmore), Con 
Anagnostopoulos (Stanmore), Tony 
Mihaljevic (Hurstville), Huseyin 
Beyhan (Auburn). 


Lions 


Blacktowans from 2.20pm to 5.30pm. 


Demons a 


elie eee he |8— Trent Worrall (Wests), Aydin Cetinay ¥ | 
Melbourne City v Nunawading City (Auburn), Chris Sciberras 
Geelong vy Fitzroy City (Greystanes). same at Hen@= i 
DIVISION 4 — ROUND 9 Ran, pitam United 5 Ballarat 5 
Wiliarsatoom v Seetord united © called off 0 Sep Ske 
Sunbury United v Langwann eekend Preview ... Pate) Spm condors 


Sandringham City v Stonnington City 
lonbulk v pirceonoee 
Clifton Hill United v Geelong Rangers 


Lalor v Moreland Cit pide a 10. ingval Coageon 
i | Three Saturday games this weekend, Stanmore and Penrith determined |€ Z i¢ Condors 9, 
Cone Sree beni iding some top action at Aviogion Oval where goals could United awd 8, le FS. Brandon rark 7, 
4 > plentiful. Also the same day at Pred Caterson Hills United home wheptll@d 6, Ballarat 5, Doveton 1. 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION 1 — ROUND 8 : ra ea 
Saturday May 17 Ill be out. to show that they are ‘now In top shape by dealing Meilak sligcsony TWO RESULTS 
Sunshine Blues v Endeavour United [th the Improving Fairfield Bulls. goal carly (nited 1Brunswick City 1 
Doveton v Knox Park ‘The third game is between Aubum and West Wanderers at second half. city'9 4 Fs Crossing 1 
Croxton Park v Mitcham United bna Park, a game which Wests will be alming to win to get At the ho hve Park'O 
Ballarat v Lyndale United vay from the bottom. Aubum are always a danger and hard to Centre on WEE Q 
(rez SEEN OT a ia ee "lis ‘at at home, but Wests will be hungry so this could be a close evening, B 
oy v North Sunshine Eagles ess were expe 
Springvale Condors v Melton Sunday brings Bathurst to Cook Park to face Mount Prit make it 10 
DIVISION 2 — ROUND 7 dit ls a question of whether the country side Is still 0 visiting Ferg 
Saturday May 17 fa place in the top four after Mendez, news 
South Yarra v Riversdale super run and an unbeaten with a fifteen, 2 
“6 Keon Park v Berwick oa = ‘ay record so far this season. Anthony pe i 
loppers Crossing v Braeside Uni tently Bathurst Wolves put Dandenong 6 
Meadow Park v Templestowe Eagles eds Spe pte now to Sutherlanélb, Keilor United | 
Sydenham Park v Waverley Wanderers |d that spot and the 7) at Seymour ! /Yalloum 0 
Brunswick City - bye wil be onithem from - ape Taal : ey ; 
ict rammar. 
DIVISION 3 METRO — ROUND 7 WOR. oe ULTS = it sity - Bye 
Saturday May 17 3 Mitzroy City2.- South Werribee t=" Table - Morwell y- Hew! ‘allourn 13 
Melboume University v Morwell Pegasus Cranboume'S - Chels '<© Uni of Melboume '12/Ashburton 10, Dandenong 
Newborough/Yalloum v Uni. of Melb. Blues North Gobu 10, Melbourne Un 7, Monastt University 7, 
Keilor United v Monash Universi South Cauiflele 2 © Camberwell Grammar, Elwood City 5, Ringwood 
Camberwell Grammar v Elwood City 


Ashburton v Ringwood Rovers 
Dandenong - bye 


DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST — ROUND 7 
Sunday May 18 
Somerton City v Broadmeadows United 

Northem United v Watsonia Heights 

North Reservoir v Latrobe University 
North Glenroy v Mill Park 
West Preston v Brimbank 

Whittlesea United v Darebin United 


DIVISION 3 STH/EAST — ROUND 7 
Sui May 18 


Thombury United v Collingwood City 
Noble Park v piney City 
Ivanhoe United v East Kew 
Flemington Falcons v Endeavour Hills 
Parkmore - bye 
Monash City - ie 


(Yarra United have been expelled from the competition 
therefore creating a second bye.) 


Round 18 


PROVISIONAL LEA}GUE United 6, Flemington Falcons 5, Endeavour Hills 4, 
DIVISION ONE RES ULTS te Monash City 4, spas 1, (Yarra United have been 
Knox Park 2 - Croxton] Park 0 expelled from competition) 


waterlogged idon 
Leichhards 5,-Sunshine Blues } 


just manag? South, pane 18 Knox Park 18, 


Rovers 5; Keilor United 1, 


1 - North Rservoir 1 
ed 3 - Northem United 0 
~ Brimbank 1 - Somerton City 2 
ittlesea United 6 - West Preston 0 
admeadows United 15, Latrobe University 
on 11, Brimbank 10, North Glenroy 
in-United 9, Whittlesea United 8, Mill Park 8, 
iol, Northem United 7, Watsonia Heights 
‘4, West Preston 0. 


WW THREE STH/EAST RESULTS 
_ Monash City 5 - Endeavour Hills | 


nate Sago 2 eae oye eae 
if 14, Stont no - Ivani 

Gily 1, Sandiingharn Chy 12. q fence oe! City 0 - Noble Park 1 
: pClty 12, Sunshine Hi ts 10, Seaford Yarra United had - bye 


Iaited 6, Corio 6, Sunbury Unfted 5, Lalor 4, 
st Monbulk 4. 


ie Thornbury United - bye 
= - City 15, Noble Park 10, Collingwood 
wa 10, East Kew 8, Thornbury United 7, Ivanhoe 


L THE VICTORIAN SOCCER FEDERATIONS RECORDED RESULTS SERVICE AND STAY UP TO DATE 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
RESULTS HOTLINE 


0055 38 898 0055 38 887 


RESULTS UPDATED BY 6.30PM EACH SUNDAY EVENING — CALL COSTS 75 CENTS PER MINUTE. A 


WITH YOUR TEAMS RESULTS, FIXTURES, AIND ALL THE NEWS 


"Mealthy Diet — “Yay KH" 
RESULTS HOTLINE 


‘PROVISIONAL LEAGUE ren i 
RESULTS HOTLINE > Ferivana 


(005538878 ~ ~ 


IGHER RATE APPLIES FOR MOBILE AND MOBILE PHONES 
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spectacular goal from Belgian 
Mare Wilmots kept alive 
halke’s dream of making 
European soccer history when it beat 
* Inter Milan 1-) at home in the first leg 
of the UEFA Cup final last Wednesday, 
Just as a dismal game seemed to be 
heading towards a goalless draw, 
Wilmots picked up the ball in the middle 
of the Inter half in the 70th minute, took a 
few strides towards the edge of the box 
and fired the ball low into the left-hand 
comer. 
Apart from that piece of brilliance, 
Schalke, which has never been in a 
European final, did not produce any 
goalscoring chances in a match which 
rarely got above the standard of a 
mediocre domestic league encounter. 
Nevertheless, the goal gives the 
Germans some hope to take to Milan for 
the second leg in two weeks. Inter will be 
looking to win the trophy for the third 


“We can be happy that we have scored 
a goal and we have won,” Schalke coach 
Huub Stevens said. “We'll go to Milan 
and try to score. But if we can hold them 
we will win it.” 

Jnter, who were missing Angloma, 
Ince and Frenchman Youri Djorkaeff 
because of suspension, also struggled to 
get their game together and managed just 
one dangerous shot on goal. The Italians 


are sure to take the game to Schalke in 
the second leg in the San Siro and will be 
reasonably satisfied with today’s result. 

Their English coach Roy Hodgson was 
optimistic about the return leg. “It 
wouldn't be the first time that a team has 
lost away from home and then tumed the 
result around. I] would have been quite 
relaxed about a 0-0,” he said, 

Nevertheless, the Schalke fans, who 
have been through some depressing times 
in recent decades, celebrated the win with 
passion. Despite pouring rain and cool 
temperatures, most of the capacity crowd 
tefused to leave the stadium at the end, 
This was by far the biggest night of its 
history, despite the disappointing game. 
A crowd of 56,824 packed into 
Gelsenkirchen’s Park stadium, in the 
heart of Germany’s industrial Ruhr, for 
Schalke’s shot at a long awaited 
European title. The imposing San Siro 
awaits. 


“international said he was 


time in six years 


Oceania World | HODDLE NAMES 
Cup qualifiers 


n ABSW of May 6, 1997 
we published the draw for 
the Oceania World Cup 
Qualifying Group A. Group 
B consists of New Zealand, 
Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 
The winner of Group B 


plays the winner of Group A 
in a two match series to 
decide the winner. 

The Oceania winner plays 
the fourth best country in 
Asia for the right to compete 
in France 98. 


Group B Draw 


Venue 


Palace closer 
to Premier 


rystal Palace defeated 

Wolverhampton 3-1 in 
the first-leg semi finals of 
the first division playofts, as 
the club strives to return to 
the Premier League, 

Jn the other semi final first- 
leg match, Sheffield United 
and Ipswich drew 1-1. The 
second leg is on Wednesday 
(tomorrow), with the winners 
meeting later this month. The 
two teams that win the semis 
will be promoted to the 
Premier League. 

Bolton and Barnsley 
finished first and second in 
the first division and won 


automatic promotion. 

Crystal Palace broke the 
deadlock after 68 minutes 
through Neill Shipperley. 
Three late goals, two of which 
fell to Palace’s Dougie 
Freedman, swept the London 
team to victory. In between 
Freedman’s strikes, Steve 
Bull notched one for the 
Wolves. 


SCHOLES, GAZZA 


ontroversial Rangers 

midfielder, Paul 
Gascoigne, returned to the 
England fold when he was 
named by coach Glenn 
Hoddle in the squad for the 
five internationals England 
plays before June 10, 

There was also a surprise 
call up for Manchester 
United’s Paul Scholes. 

Despite his Tatest 
controversies, Gascoigne was 
included in the 27-strong 


party which faces South 
Africa, before the crunch 
World Cup clash in Poland 
and the Four Nation 
tournament in France in June, 
against the host nation, Italy 
and Brazil. 

Gascoigne has only made 
one start for his club since 
damaging his ankle in a 
European six-a-side 
tournament in Amsterdam at 
the end of January. 


Squad: David Seaman (Arsenal), Tim Flowers 
(Blackbum), Nigel Martyn (Leeds), Tony Adams 
(Arsenal), Martin Keown (Arsenal), Gary Pallister 
(Man Utd), Stuart Pearce (Nottm Forest), Gareth 
Southgate (Aston Villa), Gary Neville (Man Utd), Sol 
Campbell (Spurs), Graeme Le Saux (Blackburn), 
Phil Neville (Man Utd), David Beckham (Man Utd), 
Paul Ince (Inter Milan), David Batty (Newcastle), 


Rob Lee (Newcastle), Steve McManaman 
(Liverpool), Jamie Redknapp (Liverpool), Nicky 
Butt (Man Utd), Paul Gascoigne (Rangers), Paul 
Scholes (Man Utd), Paul Merson(Arsenal), Alan 
Shearer (Newcastle), Les Ferdinand (Newcastle), 
Teddy Sheringham (Spurs), Robbie Fowler 
(Liverpool), Ian Wright (Arsenal). 


Rangers slip in 
Edinburgh 


lasgow Rangers end their season in defeat on Saturday, 


three days after securing 


their 9th consecutive league title. 


The champions, who won 1-0 at Dundee United to clinch the 
crown, were beaten 3-1 by Hearts in Edinburgh. 

All the goals came in the last 10 minutes, Colin Cameron 
putting Hearts ahead in the 80th before Derek McInnes equalised 


60 seconds later. 


John Robertson then swung the match decisively Hearts’ way 
by scoring from a spot kick in the 82nd minute and adding his 
second goal in the 86th. Rangers finished the Premier five points 
clear of runner-up, and city arch-rival, Celtic, 

Celtic ended with a 3-0 home victory over Dundee United. 
Portugese striker, Jorge Cadete, fired the Glasgow side ahead after 
1{ minutes and late goals from Chris Hay and Tommy Johnson 


sealed success. 


take | Napoli 
star 


half goal by Fabio 
fia gave Napoli a 1- 
0 win over Vicenza in a 
tense and scrappy Italian 
Cup Final first leg last week. 
Vicenza, which has never 
won any major trophy in its 
95-year history, started the 
game strongly but was swifily 
pegged back by an aggressive 
Napoli attack. 
Midfielder Pecchia, tipped 
as’ a future Italian 
international, broke the 


deadlock in the 20th minute. 
The 23-year-old latched onto 
a pass from Mauro Milanese 
and scored with an acrobatic 
effort from the middle of the 
box. 

The southern Italian side, 
roared on by a passionate and 
suecess starved 72,000 home 
crowd, came close to scoring 
again only minutes tater 
through a firm header from 
Argentine striker Roberto 
Ayala, quick reflexes by 


have head 
tin Cup 


Vicenza goalkeeper Brivio 
stopped the ball and Napoli 
rarely threatened thereafter as 
a stream of fouls slowed the 
thythm of the game. 

Vicenza took more of the 
initiative in the second half, 
coming close to equalising 
with a blistering free kick by 
Gabriele Ambrosetti which 
brushed the side netting. 

‘The second leg is on May 
29 in Vicenza. 


new Forest boss 


ong serving defender, 

‘Stuart Pearce, 
confirmed jast week his 
decision to stand down as 
Nottingham Forest team 
manager and hand over 
power to general manager 
Dave 
The 35-year-old England 


happy to revert to being solely 


a player and pledged his 
backing for Bassett, who 
immediately replaced him as 
boss of team affairs. 

Pearce, who has three years 
fo run on his contract, also 
said he was ready to stay on 
and help Forest battle to 
regain its Premiership status 
next season, Forest was 
relegated to the first division 


this season, 

Pearce became caretaker 
player-manager on December 
20 when Frank Clark quit as 
Forest languished at the 
bottom of the table. Bassett 
was appointed general 
manager following the 
Bridgford PLC takeover in 
February. 


www 


Spanish title 
hanging i in balance 


he outcome of the 

Spanish soccer 
championship hung in the 
balance as Barcelona edged 
out Real Madrid by the only 
goal at the Nou Catap. 

With five games left in the 
league, Real, with 83 points 
from 37 games, is five points 
clear of its Catalan rival. 

Bobby Robson’s Barca went 
into the clash of the giants 
bursting for revenge, having 
lost 2-0 in the Bernabeu 
Stadium in the two sides’ last 


meeting. 

Fabio Capelio’s Real, 8 pts 
clear at start of play, was 
looking to sew up the title in 
the Catalan capital where it has’ 
not won in the league since the 
early 1980s. 

Barcelona took the lead in 
bizarre fashiori at half time. 
Portuguese midfielder Luis 
Figo cut into the area from the 
tight only to have his legs 
taken from under him by 
Real’s defensive hardman 
Roberto Carlos, and the 
teferee, who was to book seven 
players in an explosive 
encounter, pointed to the 
penalty spot. 


Ronaldo’s spot-kick was | 


extreme, and Real’s German 
keeper Andreas Kopke dived to 
his left to parry the shot, 
however, the ever alert Figo 
was onto the loose ball in a 
flash to cross low for Ronaldo 
to make full amends and send 
the 115,000 crowd into ecstasy. 

Ronaldo was later booked 
for a reckless challenge on 
Femando Redondo as passions 
began to boil over. 

Barca emerged with the 
spoils to delight fans and 
ensure that the title race goes 
down tothe wire. 


Ronaldo: Despite a poor spot kick, he later scored the 
only goal of the game, 
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FERNHILL 
SPARKLE IN 


+ 
Round I Round | continued .. 
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Westfields 10 Pat Bros Liverpool “s0 2 1 By Phil Mu: 
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North Sydney Boys 1 Malvina Oats 5 0 Sunday, 
Narrabeen 5 0 er? 2 It followed hot on the heels of their 6-1 win over 
Muirfield 3 2 Pad 0 Wollongong Olympic. 
Epping Boys 3 2: 4 1 On Sunday it was more of a lottery with a strong 
iston 1 0 3 ! wind blowing directly down the ground. 
Oakhill College 5 aed 8 2 Strangely, both sides seemed to play better against the 
Crestwood 10 pal 6 wind. 
Colyton. 3 0 6 0 Fernhill actually went ahead after 23 minutes when 
Mamre College & 1 3 o they were running into the wind. Paul Giraldi headed 
Emmaus College 3 2 em 3 0 home a comer from Gary Hatton. 
Colo 3 07 ; 8 0 At the interval they still led 1-0 and looked a safe bet. 
Winmalee 3 0 Cambridge Park 6 2 However, Coniston drew level through striker 
Jamison 2 o'= Kirrawee 5 9 Richard Peil to divert an angled cross from Greg 
Caringbah 2 | Menai 12 2 Yeaman out of the reach of Coniston goalkeeper Steve 
Endeavour 3 a) #% Woolooware Cg 5 2 Skoklovski. 
Peakhurst 6 0 Blakehurst 6 2 White Eagles showed off Wollongong City 
Hurstville Boys 4 3 © Kin North og --2 1 midfielder Martin Bourke for the first time against 
Parramatta 7 at Cathedral 2 0 Northern United at Clunas Oval. 
Farrar Ag 2 0 ‘ugad 0 Unfortunately, Bourke couldn’t help his new side win 
Inverell 14 10 yon Colle tay a the game. 
Glenn Innes 3 0 F 3 Q Northem scored after 45 seconds, led 3-0 midway 
Soutien’ Cross 8 9 x Wauchope I 0 through the second half and eventually got home 3-2. 
St Josephs Tweed Heads B 0 St Josephs Aberdeen 5 0 Terry Down scored the first goal and John Chapman 
Grafton 4 =o 2 : 1 o scored the other two for Norther. 
Catherine McCauiey 3 1 Sata 2 : David Green and Goran Trajcevski scored for the 
* mnen les. 
Stns Casino 5 4 2 0 At Brandon Park, Wollongong Olympic beat last 
Trinity L 5 0 tal Mee temce i 5 4 season’s champions Lysaghts 2-1. 
Julio Miranda and George Antoniou (from a comer) 
St Johns Woodlawn 11 Richmond River 0 & Telopea Park 6 1 fet pO i i 
lympic and Anthony Guido replied for the 
ine : Buladelah : sg Doramelan : ‘ visitors. 4 im 
Fe % Bulli scored both goals before halftime to beat 
Si Josephs Macquarie 3 2 | Bega 4 1 0 Balgownie 2-0 at Judy Masters Oval, defenders Chris 
Kendall 6 1 # Kooringal 3 o Curtin and Adam Hammersley finding the net. 
Mount View 3 0 StMichaels jaz i reateat Waewyeiniaren a 
Singleton 3 1 5 4‘ Port Kembla cruised to a 4-1 away win over 
"“ side West Figtree. 
Hunter Valley Grammar 4 2-5 Comtarnundra “2 0 The Friday night game at Crehan Park resulted in a 2- 
Maitland Grossman 3 0 Wodonga Cath 3 Q 1 win for Cringila over Dapto. 
2 1 Notre Dame 3 0 Next week’s match of the round at Brandon Park will 
7 2 Albury ie 3 : feature Wollongong Olympic (including new signing 
2 Ly James Fallon Tony Spyriadakos) and Port Kembla. 
3 0 "St Pauls Waila Walia 3 0 
2 1% Deniliquin 14 Uy) 
Oe Maley 5 0 
3 St Phillips OF = 
3 Westen 1 = He 3 ag VICTORIAN 
3 West Wallsend 1 jarrawong, 
4 2 Corrimal 1 9 
4 95 2 Oak Plats “~~ 4 1 
4 ‘o , Keira Ais 7 0 
3 o * Kiama 4 c) 
3 0 Nowra 2 1 
: ie : = 
° ; ® Figiree ITZ 1 By ROY HAY 
3 Pay astute % 3 Melbourne Knights 3 Victorian Institute of Sport 2 


(Zekiri, Vukadin, Bacak) —(Peirovski, Cuzuppe) 
1,4) Gee Knights is the Victorian Division 
‘hampion after a close fought 3-2 win over Minor 
Premier, Victorian Institute of Sport (VIS). 
The Knights stung the VIS with three goals in the first 
half, starting after nine minutes when Festim Zekiri cut in 


from the right and found himself with enough space to beat 
Peter Zois. In the 28th minute, Dragi Nastevski powered 
over a free kick and Martin Raspudic and Jason Vukadin 


TES aT a ane vill be displayed 
in this year’s NSW Super League. As 
for Marconi, it was a disappointing end 


Both teams were let down by errors in 
their attacking thirds but it was not 
through lack of skill rather nerves and 


1 Marconi 


Sydney United 


By STUART JONES 

ine Grand Final of the National 
Youth League Northern Division 
was won by Sydney United, the final 
scoreline 1-0 over Marconi Fairfield, 
For the Pumas it would be the one 
bright spot on an otherwise dark day, 

and not just because of the weather. 
The Marconi side had stars like 
Pogliacomi, Boseyski and Mark 
Robertson, but it was United who had 
the most experienced player in Tony 
Krslovic, It was Krslovic who turned 
out to be the difference, in the 41st 
minute one of the first long balls of the 
game left the Marconi defence all at sea, 
the United man converted the 
opportunity by chipping the advancing 
Pogliacomi. Three minutes prior, 
Richard Plesa almost put the Pumas a 


goal up but his 18 metre drive came off 
the 


post. 

United had dominated the first half 
but in the second term it was Marconi 
who turned up the heat. In the 64the 
minute, Darren McDonald played Mark 
Racker through on goal only for him to 
be denied by an outstretched John 
Perosh. For the last five minutes 
Perosh’s services were called on again 
as the Stallions turned their pressure 
into goal scoring opportunities. With 
three minutes to go a long range effort 
from Peter Krijar was brilliantly tipped 
over the bar by the United custodian. It 
might have been three in the last five 
minutes for the Fairfield team, but 
United defended stoutly. 

The blustery conditions were never 
going to help the players, although for 
all their youth, both sides adapted well, 
playing a passing game along the carpet. 


inexperience for the big occasion, 

Victorious Sydney United coach Ivan 
Petkovic stated after the match, “Our 
defence played exceptionally, especially 
in the second half. In fact, our whole 
team played well and we took our 
chance. For me, our most exciting 
player was Tommy Maric.” Maric had 
started many of United’s attacks and 
defended solidly in an impressive all 
round performance. 

In the other dressing room, Lee 
Sterrey noted, “Tt has been very hard to 
defend the title, especially after winning 
everything last year so for them to stand 
up and defend it so well has been 
terrific. It was one of our worst 
performances in eight weeks. My best 
Bake were David Ucchino and Peter 


yar, 
Sydney United deserved their win 
and showed off some of the talent of the 
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to a very good season, the highlight 
being there excellent performances in 
Ttaly’s Viarregio tournament, where 
they drew 1-1 with a star studded 
Manchester United, Hopefully, some of 
the boys will be given a shot in the 
Ericsson Cup next year. 


Sydoey United: Perosh, 


Badroy, Maric, Plesa, Moric, Burns, 
Angievski, Alilovic, Rusmus (James 


62), Krslovic, Saric. 
Marconi Fairfield: 


Pogliacomi, Krijar, Hunter, Ucchino, 


Racker, Kladis (Farah 68),. 
Robertson, McDonald, Daniele 
(Cicek 46), Talecevski (Pellegrino 
78), Bosevski. 

Scorer: SYDNEY UNITED: 
Krslovic (41). 

Referee: B Mackay. 


challenged for the header, with the latter getting the 
decisive touch. Six minutes later Zekiri charged forward 
again, the ball broke to Branko Bacak in front of goal and 
the competition’s leading scorer does not miss chances like 
that. Billy Petrovski pulled a goal back for the VIS in 
stoppage time in the first half with a close range header. 

When the VIS forced a series of corners, midway 
through the second half, it seemed that they must get some 
reward, and sure enough, after a loose ball, Adrian 
Cuzzuppe pounced to set up a nail-biting finish. Grgo Saric 
found Petrovski but keeper Wilson Knezevic flung himself 
full length to touch the ball away from the lunging Zoran 
Petrevski. The two strikers combined again but this time 
the shot cleared the bar and with that went the VIS’s best 
chance of forcing a draw. 

Next week, Melbourne Knights will play West 
Adelaide, at a time and venue to be determined, with the 
winner of that game taking on Sydney United in the 
curtain-raiser to the Ericsson Cup Grand Final on 25 May 
in Brisbane. 


n the second leg of the USA’s Victory Tour, the 
home side proved far too strong for underdogs 
South Korea. 

Last Friday week in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 5,530 
diehard fans turned out in cold, wet and 
windy conditions to fill the Uihlein 
Soccer Facility. They were witness f 
to a goal feast, their heroes 4 
ending up victors by. & 
scoreline of 7-0), despite 
deep puddles al! over the 
pitch which ruined the 
flow of play. 

Highlight of the 
evening was a goal f 
after just 49 seconds 
from superstar Mia 
Hamm, 

The result was 
never in doubt, with 
USA far _too 
experienced. They 
recorded 26 shots on 
goal to Korea’s none. 

Hamm turned 
provider in the 8th 
minute, setting up striker 
Shanton MacMillan. Y 
Then Hamm added her 
second goal ten minutes later, 
before Tiffeny Milbrett made 
the score 4-0 in the 30th. In the 
second half, MacMillan and Milbrett 
again added to the tally within three 
minutes of each other, before Christie Pearce 
celebrated her first international goal. 

USA: Scurry (Ducar 46), Pearce, Chastain, Manthei, 
MacMillan, Baumgardt, Venturini (Grubb 46), Foudy 
(Daws 46), Lilly (Cromwell! 59), Milbrett, Hamm 
(Pearman 54). 

‘SOUTH KOREA: Ho Jung Jung, Ye 
(Yu Jin Kim 46), Hea Young Hwang, Mi Yeon Lee, 
Min Joo Kwan, Sun Mi Cha iyo Eun Kim 66), Myang 
Hwa Lee, Mi Ae Lee, Seong Mi Son (Jeong Hee Yang 
66), Ju Hee Song (Sun Mi Kang 26), Min Jung Kwon. 


ware ae & 


TEAM INTO 
CAMP 


fjational Coach, Greg Brown, has called the 
Australian team into camp this Sunday in 
Canberra, in preparation for their assault on the 
prestigious US Women’s Cup. 
The team will train solidly for five days before 
Jetting off to the USA on ® 


Sil Yoo 


Friday May 23. Brown 
will be working his 
charges twice a day, 
physical training in the 
mornings, with tactical 
work in the afternoons. 

A match on the 
Wednesday against a local 
boys team will be played 
in thirds in order to try out 
different tactics. 

The tour kicks off with 
an Under 21 international 
against hosts USA on May 
27, followed by the US 
Cup commencing four 
days ater, where 
Australia takes on the 
USA, Italy and Canada. 


NEW OAP 
SQUAD 
SELECTED 


Ne Coach Greg Brown has decided on a new 
bees Program (OAP) Squad which is 
due Now official release early this week. 

The Squad reportedly consists of 27 players, and is 
the first time the OAP has come under complete review 
Since former coach Tom Sermanni named the inaugural 
group in January 1996. 


USA SWAMP S. KOREA 


Two days later in St Charles, Illinois, another 
capacity crowd was on hand for a game which ended 
6-1, but which saw the South Koreans on level terms 


at half time, 


a 


with 


minute. 


another 


restart, 


a 


The USA suffered the finishing blues, 
with fifteen first haif attempts resulting 
in just a solitary Kristine Lilly goal 

in the 9th minute. The Olympic 
ee kcemed Champions were made to pay 
three minutes before the 


Min Yeon Lee equalised 
with a fantastic bullet 
like shot from a 35 

metre free kick. 


Finally, the 
second half, the US 
converted their 


i dominance into goals 


more 


pepo iets display. 
jamm headed in a 
Milbrett cross within 
two minutes of the 
and added 
another with a diving 
header in the 61st 


Debbie Keller came off 
the bench to hit home a Lilly 
cross in the 74th minute, before 
substitute 
Baumgardt scored six minutes later. 
‘Then, in the dying seconds of the match, 
the Korean defence put a MacMillan corner 


Justi 


kick past their own goalkeeper for the final 6-1 


scoreline, 


USA: Scurry (Pagliarulo 74), Pearce (Cromwell 76), 
Chastain, Manthei, Grubb (Baumgardt 46), MacMillan, 
Venturini (Daws 80), Foudy, Lilly, Milbrett (Keller 66), 


Hamm, 

SOUTH KOREA: Ho Jung Jung, Young Sil Yoo 
(Min Joo Kwon 72), Hea Young Hwang, Mi Yeon Lee, 
Yu Jin Kim, Sun Mi Cha (Hee Young Yoon 83), Myung 
Hwa Lee, Mi Ae Lee, Seong Mi Son (Jeong Hee Yang 


43), Sun Mi Kang, Min Jung Kwon. 


SALISBURY’S TEAM INTO 


JAPANESE SEMIS 


heryl Salisbury 
updates us with her | 
team’s fortunes in the pre- | 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 


quick goal. Prima played 
consistently all game, 
staying well composed and 


season L-League Cup, taking their chances well 
Punasonehasmadeirinta, SOCCER ASSOCIATION ,.iey. were, without 
the semi finals. | | Hooper, 1995 MVP and 
| highest goalscorer, who 
GAME 2v | would’ve kept me far 
SHIROKI busier and with a lot more 


Well, we played our | 
second game and had 
another 3-0 win. It was 
similar to the first with us 
dominating 22 shots to 
their two. Shiroki was | 
understrength with two of | 
their foreign players 
missing, including Tiffeny 
Milbrett of the USA (see US 
match report). 

Christina Bonde collected 
two of our goals, in the first 
minute of play and just 
before half time. Then our | 
last one came from one of | 


bruises. Their two Chinese 
national players played a 
big part, making the game 
very fast and physical. 


GAME 4v 


TASAKI 


We needed to win this 
game to keep our chance 
of making the final and 
we came away with a 4-2 
victory. Despite a 
waterlogged pitch, we 
took it to them in the first 
half and scored three 
goals. Our two Danes, 


my long throws to the near 
post in the final minute of the game! 


From the stats, we could have come away with a 
bigger win, but the team played well, and I hope that 
continues into our next game against Prima, the 1995 L- 


League champions, 


GAME 3 v PRIMA 


The tide turned in this match with our team going 
down 3-0 against Prima. We had more goal 
opportunities than Prima in the first half, but the 


score remained 0-0, 


We conceded our first goal just two minutes into the 
second half, The team immediately lost its shape and 
panicked, hitting too many long balls in search of a 


Helle and Christina, 
scored three goals between them, together with some 
great passing combinations. 

Tasaki scored their first goal just before half time, 
which took a bit of confidence away from us. Then we 
almost conceded another early in the second half but it 
was nuled offside. This shocked us into attacking mode 
and it paid off with our fourth goal in the 71st minute, 
however, 2 minute later, Tasaki lobbed a free kick over 
our 156cm goalkeeper. In the end we deserved the win 
as We fought hard and made the most of our chances. 

The result puts us in second place in our group, which 
means we play the winner of the other group, Yomiuri. 
Prima and Nikko meet to decide the other finalist. The 
two winners then contest the final the following day. 
Wish us luck! 


he naming of 

Queensland goalkeeper 
Joanne Butland in 
Australia’s team to 
compete in the US 
Women’s Cup came as a 
surprise to everyone, 
including the youngster 
herself. 

Butland was a member of 
the Queensland Academy of 
| Sport outfit which took the 

| honours in the recent Ansett 
national league, but actually 
did not take the field during 
| the series. With Belinda 
Kitching the current number 
one, Greg Brown has taken 
the bold step of selecting two 
goalkeepers from the one 
State. 

Butland was driving home 
when she received the phone 
call. “I was _ pretty 
dumbfounded actually,” she 
said of her reaction to 
hearing the news. “I didn’t 
‘think I even had a chance. A 
couple of the girls had said 
there’s a trip to America, but 
I dida’t think much about it. I 
| always wanted to make it, 
but not this soon. It was more 
| a goal toward the end of this 
} year, so its come a bit early.” 
Butland’s selection is her 
| first in the senior national 


team. However she is not a 
stranger to representative 
football. This senior call-up 
now completes the set for the 
Keeper, as she has toured 
overseas with both Junior 
and Youth Australian teams. 

Acting as understudy to 
Kitching is certainly nothing far 
new to Butland, and a 
situation she has learned to 
accept and is keen to learn 
from. The two train together 
the QAS, 
Kitching plays for club team 
Coaistars. “Belinda is always 
willing to help at training 
which is really good. And 
T’ve got a lot to learn still.” 

“T suppose having Belinda 
there is good in a way, but 
it’s also nice to get on the 
park as welt,” she added. “I 
guess it makes you want to 
work harder. But it’s always 
interesting to sit on the bench 
too, that’s the way I think of 
it now. You hear the coach. 
talking and you learn from 
it 


The 18 year old Butland 
intends to make the most of 
her unexpected opportunity 
of touring to the number one 
Women’s Soccer nation in 
the world. “I want to go over 
there and, if 1 get the chance 


to play, T just want to carry 
‘on with the good start I’ve 
had this season. I’m not 
always full of confidence, so 
J need to be positive.” 

Butland hails from 
Mossman, a “little town” just 
north of Port Douglas on the 
north coast of 
Queensland. With no local 
women’s competition, 
Butland and her team mates 
traveiled to Cairns to play. 
Having only taken up the 
sport at the age of fourteen, 
she has experienced a 
meteoric rise to the top, 

“T got sick of playing 
basketball,” she gives as her 
reason for choosing the 
World Game. “My brother 
played Soccer and I always 
wanted to play too. I’m his 
twin and our parents 
wouldn’t let me play with 
him, they thought we'd fight. 
‘Fhen he decided he'd take a 
break, and a few of the girls 
asked me if I was interested 
in joining their team.” 

“We had trials for 
goalkeeper, and I stopped a 
few more than the other girls, 
so I got stuck in that position. 
But it’s good I did!” Butland 
is now 185cm tall and 
hopeful that she has stopped 


although 


> the big smoke by herself for 


With Soccer commitments 
five days a week, plus 
university studies, Butland 
leads a “pretty hectic” 
lifestyle with no time for 
other interests. “All my other 
fime 1 use just to relax, I get 
so tired.” 

Butland’s selection has 
certainly fired her already 
firm ambitions, but she is not 
content to stay waiting in the 
wings. “I’ve always wanted 
to go to the Olympics. To go 
to the World Cup would be 


growing. 

In just her second year 
playing, Butland made both 
the junior and youth State 
teams. She was substitute to 
Kitching in the youth, but 
made the Australian U/16 
Team which toured New 
Zealand, From that, she was 
selected in the Australian 
Youth team which contested 
the 1995 Dallas Cup and 
won. Again she was reserve 
keeper to Kitching, but got 
on the park for a couple of 


warm-up matches. good, but I think the ultimate 

In the same year, Butland goal would be the Olympics. 1s 
was forced to choose [really set that goal this year, | 
between the State Youth and I don't think that's 


Team and Queensland 
Schoolgirls. She opted for the 
latter, it being her final year. 
She went on to be selected 
for Australia’s Schoolgirls 
who toured New Zealand. In 
1996, she was named in the 
All-Star Team at the 
conclusion of the National 
Youth Championship. 

She is now spending her 
second year living in 
Brisbane and attending the 
QAS, having moved down to 


. T've got age on 
my side, Belinda is young as 
well, but I'm a bit younger.” 

“And I can get better. 
During the national league, 
Greg (Brown) told me there 
wouldn’t be a goalkeeper my 
size, and if I can get quicker, 
players are not going to beat 
me. I thought that was a good 
compliment, and I've set 
myself to try and get better.” 

Despite not having played 
in the Cup itself, Butiand 
names her highlight to date 
as the Dallas Cup win, 
“Doubtless this trip will now 
take over from that.” 


Soccer and to study primary 
school education at 
university. 
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he second consecutive defeat , at home, 
of Colombia in the South American 
World Cup qualifying rounds have created 
panic among the Colombian press, 


officials and fans, 


Argentina and similar 
scorelines against Peru in 
its last two matches in 
Barranquilla. The other 
defeat was against 
Paraguay i 
Asuncion. 

The 
tactician, and “1996 
South American 
Coach of the Year”, 
Hernan Dario Gomez 
offered his resignation 
after the loss against Peru, 
but the Colombian Football 


Federation confirmed and 


supported him in his post. 


Nevertheless, the local press wants a 
change. The are pushing to replace veterans 
Carlos Valderrama, Alexis Mendoza, Leonel 
Lavarez, Freddy Rincon, Wilmer Cabrera and 
Hugo Galeano, all over the age of 30 with some 


younger and fresher faces. 


But Hernan Gomez is reluctant to such 
changes because “he can find replacements 


iolon, who drew 2-2 with 

Huracan of Corrientes is 
the only leader of the 
Argentine soccer league first 
phase, after River Plate’s 
unexpected 4-1 defeat, at 
home, against Estudiantes of 
La Plata. 

Colon, the surprise pack of 
the tournament, only managed 
a draw with Huracan in a hard 
fought encounter. Christian 
Castillo and Victor Muller 
scored Colon’s goals, while 
Uruguayan striker Josemir 
Lujambio and Diego Capria 
netted for Huracan. 

Meanwhile, Independiente 
beat Boca Juniors 2-0, in the 
local derby, with goals from 


PARAG 


Oim one of the most 
powerful clubs in the 
country, and is coached by 
former Uruguayan national 
coach Luis Cubilla, is the 
current leader of the 
Paraguayan soccer league 
first face. 

The most popular club, 
Cerro Porteno suffered a 
surprising 2-1 defeat against 
Sportivo Luqueno and lost 
considerable ground, while, 
Sol dde America, who drew 0- 
0 with Sport Colombia is 
currently second, three points 
behind Olimpia. 

Results; Guarani 4 
nacional 2, San Lorenzo } 
Presidente Hayes 0, Cerro 
Cora 2 Atletico Tembetary 1, 
Colegiales 4 Libertad, 
Sportivo Luqueno 2 Cerro 
Porteno 1. 

Standings: Olimpia 24 
points, Sol de America 21, 
San Lorenzo 18 and Libertad 
18. 


Colombia lost 1-0 against 


_AA.. Bolivia from the 9th to the 23d 
=~ of June. 

Colombia, who qualified for the last 
two World Cups, Italy’90 and USA’94, is 
currently second in the-South American group, 
six points behind the leader, Paraguay, and just 
one point ahead of Argentina. 

The Colombians next two matches will be 

against Uruguay, in Montevideo, on June 8, 
and Chile, in Santiago, on July 6, 


ARGENTINE 
Soccer Leaque 


1986 Argentine World Cup 
winning star Jorge 
Burruchaga. Boca Juniors 
finished the match with only 
eight men after the referee 
sent off defenders Nestor 
Lorenzo Nestor Fabbri, and 
midfielder Diego Cagna. 
Estudiantes, playing a 
brilliant game.ended with 
River Plate’s unbeaten record, 
thrashing the “millionaires”, 
4-1, at their own homeground. 
The absence of attacking 
midfielder Ariel Ortega, sold 
several weeks ago to Spanish 
first division club Valencia, is 
a loss that River Plate’s coach 
Ramon Diaz hasn't solved yet. 
The other derby, in 


with the experience and the talent” of the 
mentioned footballers. 

The newspaper “El Pais’, from Cali, insisted 

with the changes because most of the 

veterans haven't got the mental 

and physical speed to compete 


q 
e 
o 
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1p the team 
beat in 1998 


Roberto Carlos, on the left, 
will offer strenght in defense 
and the speed to overlap 
while in the centre of the 
defense, Zagallo has four 
talented footballers in 
Aldair, Marcio Santos, 
Andre Cruz and Goncalvez, 
‘The midfield Mauro Silva 
and Leonardo are practically 


razil’s overwhelming 

victory over Mexico 

gave national coach 
Mario Zagallo a fair idea 
of his team’s potential and 
the incredible amount of 
talent at his disposal to 
define the squad for the 
next year’s World Cup in 
France. 


The biggest, but “nice” 
headache for Zagallo is to 
fill the number “1” spot; the 
link between the midfielders 
and the two strikers. The 
choices are no others than 
Juninho from English club 
Middlesborough, Rivaldo 
from Spanish club La 
Coruna, Geovanni from the 


break any defence in the 
world will be, obviously, 
Romario and Ronaldo. 

All the players mentioned, 
plus some other names, will 
tepresent Brazil in the 
America, to be played in 
Bolivia next June, and the 
ones who will attempt to win 


at such high level. 
Meanwhile, “El 
\ Heraldo” of 
\\, Barranquilla supported 
and praised the 
national coach’s 
performance, but it 
also insisted in the 


ig the World Cup for the fifth 
j need to renew the The spectacular first 45 assured of their respective Spanish giant Barcelona, and time in its 68 years of 
jf squad prior to the minutes against Mexico, the places while Dunga’s retum Palmeira’s new talent history. 
next match for the brilliance of Brazil’s to the national team against Djalminha. 


South American 
World Cup qualifying 
rounds and the Copa 
America to be held in 


football, with great balance 
in all its lines and overall, 
power of the striking force 
of Romario and Ronaldo left 
no doubt who is the 
favourite to win next year’s 
championship. 

The “unstoppable duo” 
scored 10 of the 12 Brazilian 
goals in the last three 
|| internationals against Chile, 
Poland and Mexico. 

Zagallo’s system of 4-3-1- 
2, requires great coodination 
between its lines and players 
capable of playing in 
different positions. With 
such a system Brazil could 
defend with seven players ( 
the back four and three 
midfielders) and attack with 
six (two defenders, two 
midfielders and two strikers) 

In goals, Tafarell, after 
two years out of the national 
squad, looks as if he will be 
the first choice. The backs: 
Cafu, over the right, and 


Mexico was impresive. The strikers, capable of 


Ga 


Rosario, between arch-rivals 
Newell’s Old Boys and 
Rosario Central finished in a 
0-0 draw. 

Other results; Banfield 1 
Racing Club 3, Gimnasia y 
esgrima of La Plata 0 Espanol 
0, Velez Sarsfield 0 Platense 
0, Union 5 Platense 0, San 
Lorenzo | Lanns 0. 

After ten rounds, Colon 
leads the competition with 22 
points, followed by Newell’s 
Old Boys with 21 and River 
Plate and Union with 18 
points each. 


9s Vee Vos’ 
Stele, 


Ronaldo: Shows his skills for Barcelona against arch 


nm Chile , the leaders Colo 

Colo and Universidad 
Catolica drew respectively 
against Cobreloa and 
santiago Wanderers, while 
second placed Universidad 
de Chile defeated 
Antofagasta. 
Catolica and santiago 
Wanderers drew 2-2 while 
Colo Colo also drew 2 a 2 
with Cobreloa and 
Universidad de Chile thrashed 
Antofagasta 4-1. 

Current champion Colo 


Nien! is the only leader of the Uruguayan soccer 
league first phase after its 1-1 draw with Racing, while 
arch rival, Penarol, who defeated Danubio 1-0 is in second 
place, two points behind Nacional. 

Nacional leads with 19 points, followed by Penarol and River 
Plate with 17 each, and Defensor Sporting with 16. 

The results: Nacional 0 Racing 1, Penarol 1 Danubio 0, 
Defensor Sporting 1, Huracan Buceo 0, Wanderers 4, Rampla 
Juniors 0, Cerro 0 Rentistas 0, 


Aristides Rojas: Playing with the leaders Guaranl. 
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Colo, and Universidad F 
~Catolica lead with 25 points, 
followed by Universidad de 
Chile with 23, and Temuco 

and Cobreloa with 19 each. 


w 


naro) of Uruguay qualified for the quarter finals, of the 
1997 Libertadores Cup, after a dramatic penalty shoot 
out against Colombian club Millonarios, 

The normal time of the match, played in front of 40,000 
spectators at Montevideo’s historic Centenario stadium, finished 
3-1 in favour of Penarol. Midfielder Antonio Pacheco and 
strikers Luis Romero and Carlos Aguilera scored for the home 
team while Luis Perez pulled one back for Millonarios. 

Las week, in Bogota, Millonarios won the first leg, 2-0, in 

Bogota, so the second game had to be defined by a penalty 
shoot out. 
Former Uruguayan U/23 goalkeeper Claudio Flores was 
Penarol’s hero stopping three penalties. Flores came as a 
replacement for veteran custodian Fernando Alvez in the second 
half. 


Uruguayan internationals Pablo Bengoechea and Luis 
Romero, and defender Robert De Lima, netted for Penarol in the 
penalty shoot out while only Mosquera and Perez converted for 
the Colombian outfit. 
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Stoke 38, 


Southern League Division Two (24 games):— 


BSSBRSSRESSeSSBSeses 


SOO RUMme roo 


bridge Celtic 37, Merthyr Town 35, Swansea Town 33 


Coventry 28, Ton Pentre 28, Brentford 23, Lianelly 21, Barry 17, 
Newport County 17, Pontypridd 16, Mid Rhondda 12, Ebbw Vale 7 


ASTON VILLA: with the FA Cup in 1913 which they won by beating 
Sunderland 1-0, The scorer was Barber, the trophy 


and Chelsea will compet 
years later. This was Villa's fifth win since 1887. 


is the same one which 
te for on Saturday eighty-four 


ABSW & 


Weird and Wonderful 
1914-15 


By STUART JONES 


f. England, this was to be the last season before the 
Great War temporarily stopped the competition. 

Oldham Athletic were strong title contenders in this 
season. Their last game was at home to Burnley — 
meanwhile — Everton were equa! on points and well 
ahead on goal difference. An Oldham win would have 
been good enough to lift the championship; however, 
they lost 1-2 and six days later Everton drew their final 
game and were duly crowned champions. 

Everton's cause was helped by a then club record 
equalling 35 goals from their former Glasgow Rangers 
striker Bobby Parker. 

Chelsea and Tottenham were relegated, but because 
of the war, the clubs avoided the drop. 

Top of Division Two was Derby County, three 
points clear of Preston North End, followed by 
Barnsley, Wolves and Arsenal, (who had dropped the 
‘Woolwich’ from their name this season), all finishing 
on 43 points, a full ten behind the champions from 
Derby — Glossop finished with the wooden spoon. 

This year’s FA Cup Fnal was the last before the war, 
and the semi finals matched Sheffield United with 
Bolton and Chelsea up against Everton. United beat 
the Bolton 2-1 whilst Chelsea belied their poor league 
ca by defeating the champions Everton by 2 goals 
to nil. 

So it was to Old Trafford for the final. Amid the 
gloom of war, Chelsea were totally outshone by the 
more experienced Sheffield side. It came as no 
surprise when a mix-up in defence saw Simmons open 
the account for the ‘Blades’. The match finished 2-0 
when Fazackerley completed the scoring in the 
second-half. 

As he presented the cup, the Earl of Derby 
announced straightfaced, “You have played with one 
another and against one another for the cup, play with 
one another for England now.” 

Like the rest of England, the Southern League was 
also about to go into recess. The only reason the 
season was played at all is that most officials thought 


the war was to be short lived, and appeals were made 
at the half time interval to recruit soldiers from the 
terraces. 

Luton did much better than the other promoted 
club, Croydon Common, who finished in a relegation 
spot along with Gillingham. 

Stoke, and new boys Stalybridge Celtic, won 
promotion from Division Two. Ebbw Vale secured just 
three wins during the term and finished with a meagre 
seven points in bottom place. 

Welsh clubs, Abertillery, Mordy, Caerphilly, 
Aberdare and Treharris had left the Southern League 
Division Two the previous season, thereby leaving just 
13 clubs in the competition. 

The war also meant the cancellation of the 1914/15 
Scottish FA Cup, however, the league rolled on. Celtic 
won it’s second successive league title, four points 
clear of Hearts in second spot, The other half of the 
‘auld firm’ We finished third as they ended the 
campaign a full 15 points behind the champions. 
Queens Park were bottom with 13 points. 

Cowdenbeath won Division Two on goal difference 
from St Bernards and Leith, after they all ended on 37 
points. On the 10th April, St Bernards defeated 
Lochgelly 6-0 at home, puttinng them ahead of Leith 
who hadi finished their campaign five days earlier with 
a 1-0 win over East Stirling. Cowdenbeath, on the 
other hand, had finished their season by late March 
and won the title on percentages, as St Bernards had 
to win their final game 7-0 to win the title. 


AROUND EUROPE ... 

The League Champions were: 

Austria — Wiener AC 

Holland — Sparta Rotterdam (Cup final, HF( 
Haarlem 1 HBS Den Haag 0) 


Italy — Title awarded to Genoa 

Romania — Romano-Americana 

Spain — Copa del Ray winners, Atheltic Club de 
| Bilbao 

Sweden — Djurgardens IF 

Switzerland - St Bruhl St Gallen 
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21. 


ongratulations to 

Manchester United on 

winning the Premier 
League Championship for the 
third year running. Also to 
Glasgow Rangers who equalled 
Celtic’s record of NINE 
championships in a row. What a 
magnificent feat by both clubs 
and our best wishes to all the 
other champions this term and 
‘hard Inck’ to those who were 
relegated, there’s always next 


"© Special mention must go to 
Macclesfield, who join the 
Nationwide Division Three at the 
expense of Hereford United. 

‘© Fabrizio Ravanelli flew to 
Ttaly on Wednesday in a desperate 
attempt to save his dream of 
playing in an FA Cup final at 
Wembley. The $14m striker has 
scored 31 goals for Middlesbrough 
since signing from Juventus in the 
off-season but damaged a 
hamstring when playing out the 3-3 
draw with Man Utd last week. 
Fortunately for Boro fans, a scan 
has revealed the problem not to be 
as bad as first thought. 

‘@ Everton have been granted a 
work permit for Slaven Bilic who 
joins the club for $8:5m from West 
Ham at the end of this season. 

‘Jurgen Klinsmann has 
decided to keep Everton in 
Suspense as to whether he'll sign 
with them for the 1997/98 season. 
After offers from Italy, Spain, 
Turkey, USA and Japan as well as 
the UK, he stated: “I’ve not made 
up my mind about where I’m 
going.” Better get a move on! 

‘Robbie Fowler, whose season 
ended rather abruptly through 
suspension, is again in hot water. 
He is now facing an FA misconduct 
charge for clashing with Everton 
defender David Unsworth after the 
pair had been sent off in the 
Merseyside derby. 

‘© Paul Gascoigne returned to 
the fray, after three months out with 
a damaged ankle, in the match 
Rangers lost’ 2-nil loss to 
Motherwell, but left everygne of 
the 50,000 plus crowd wondering 
just who it was playing? Tt appears 
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the lad returned to the fold looking 
leaner and much sharper than he 
has for years. Rumour has it he has 
finally decided to heed the 
warnings of manager Walter Smith 
after the last drinking binge that 
took place in London. Let’s hope 
for all concerned that his football 
makes the news in the future and 
not his off-field antics. 

Mark Crossley, the 
Nottingham Forest goalkeeper, 
reacted to reports that General 
Manager Dave Bassett wanted to 
sign the Blades Simon Tracey as 
the new No.1 keeper at the City 
Ground with these words: “If he’s 
brought in, I'l still regard myself 
as the No.1 keeper here”. 

Fighting words indeed for a 
man who stood between the sticks 
as the side were relegated to the 
Nationwide Division 1 this tem? 

‘© This next piece appeared in 
the UK papers last week and 
concerns the use of agents in 
football. Penned by respected 
soccer writer lan Wooldridge, he’s 
not too happy I reckon. 

In the unlikely event - 
correction, laughable circumstances 
- that I would wish to interview 
seven Chelsea footballers, guess 
how much it would cost me? 

A/ a convivial lunch at The 
Savoy 

B/ a lively night out in 
Annable’s nightclub 

C/a day’s golf at Wentworth or 

D/ Royal Enclosure badges for 
Ascot, which are unattainabe 
anyway? 

‘The answer is that it would set 
me back E/ between $120 and 170 
thousand, cheque payable to their 


Paul Gascoigne: Has he seen sense at last and 
concentrate on the field of play? 
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agent, Mr Paul Stretford. I have no 
idea what commission Mr Stretford 
charges because J have no intention 
of dealing with him and any 
publication that deserves to go into 
involuntary liquidation! 

Bear in mind that the fee for 
each player, to be negotiated 
between $15 and $25,000 , is not 
for posing for a Playgirl centrefold 
or appearing in a priapic condition 
for some underground pederast 
magazine. Nor is it for some 
prurient article, fact or fiction, 
about serial infidelity, multiple 
sexual conquest or drugs. 

It is to answer a few questions 
about football. 

Have agents gone over the top? 
Your views are welcomed. 

"Ken Davies, never heard of 
him? He is to join Southampton in 
a $2:5m deal after Saints boss 
Graeme Souness spotted the the 20 
year old playing for Chesterfield 
during their FA Cup giant killing 
run this term. Aston Villa and 
Derby County were also interested 
in the youngster’s signature but 
Souness was the more forceful, 
admitting he had wanted to sign 
him before the May transfer 
deadline. 

David Ginola is back in the 
news this week. After his former 
manager Kevin Keegan refused 
him the chance to ride with Alain 
Menu in his Williams-Renault 


— with MICKY BROCK 4 ; 


have decided to drop any action but 
T'm annoyed at the way Chelsea 
have tricked and blindfolded us. If 
they had paid us any money, then 
we could have hired a private 
detective to look into any wrong 
doing, FIFA have said we don’t 
have sufficient documentation at 
the moment and they won’t act 
unless we present them with more 
evidence.” 

Brann wanted $3m for the 23 
year old striker, for the remaining 
three months left on his contract, 
but Chelsea only offered $600,000 
and insisted they didn’t make an 
early approach. 

Flo’s contract runs out on 
October 31, and the London side 
completed the deal on the first day 
of that six month period and state 
the whole thing was “Signed, 
sealed and delivered within 24 
hours.” 

Fio is a devout Christian and 
will give bis former club around 
$560,000 of his own money saying: 
“] want to go to Chelsea as soon as 
possible but had a very bad 
conscience over the deal. I wanted 
Chelsea to buy me before my 
contract finished in November but 
they told me to take it or leave it.” 

@ Further news on Chelsea 
transfer deals continues with 
manager RuudGullit not about to 
sign his ninth foreign star despite 
reports to the contrary. 


(David Oldfield) meet Crewe (Jason 
Kearton) whilst Brentford take on 
Bristol City (Paul Agostino and Dave 
Seal) in the Division Two preliminary 
play-offs. 

‘© Peterborough, Shrewsbury, 
Rotherham and the luckless Magpies, 
Notts County, make up the numbers 
for the big drop to the basement 
division with champions Wigan, 
Fulham and Carlisle going up. The 
play-offs will be fought out between 
Northampton Town and Cardiff City 
plus Swansea against Chester. Good 
to see two Welsh sides in the running. 

‘Brighton, deducted 2 points for 
@ pitch invasion by their supporters, 
narrowly avoided losing league stans 
when finishing on the same number 
of points as 92nd placed club 
Hereford United. United plunge into 
the GM Vauxhall Conference to be 
replaced by Macclesfield Town, 

All play-off preliminary winners 
will meet against their respective 
league opponentss at Wembley for 
the final places in the higher 
divisions. With the Scottish League 
still to play this/last weekend, we'll 
look at the ups and downs next week, 
along with the ‘Nursery Club’ report. 


be and Barnsley will both 
play their football in the 
Premier League next season and, at 
time of writing, the one thing for 
sure is Nottingham Forest be 
dropping into the Nationwide 
Division One. Two more will be 
joining them, of course, and no 
doubt that’s covered elsewhere in 
here, 

However, the mystery remains as 
to who else will be making the big 
leap up to the top flight? 

Wolverhampton Wanders take on 
Crystal Palace in the play-offs and 
much as this match should be full of 
Aussie players. Kevin Muscat and 
Carl Veart of Palace should be back 
in Australia with Stevie Corica out 
until about Christmas, with knee 
ligament damage. 

Ipswich Town take on Sheffield 
United in the other Div One play-off 


game. 

Relegated to Division Two are 
Grimsby Town, Oldham Athletic 
(with Aussie Doug Hodgson having 
just signed for them from the Blades) 
and bottom placed Southend. To take 
their places come Bury as Champions 
and Stockport County. Luton Town 


David Ginola: Riding at speed away from Newcastle? 


touring car at Brands Hatch by, 
Kenny Dalglish has agreed to let 
the transfer listed French winger 
take part in an upcoming test. 

For mine, I reckon he might as 
well sell him as lose him this way? 

'@ Brann Bergen have pulled out 
of a head-on confrontation with 
Chelsea over a freedom-of-contract 
conflict. The London club have 
signed Tor Andre Flo (remember 
him in Australia for Norway earlier 
this year?), but his former club 
believe he was approached early, 
breaking the rules drawn up after 
the Bosman ruling. Brann Bergen 
cite lack of finances as the reason 
for backing out of the fight, 
although one official said: “We 
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French star Laurent Viaud of 
Monaco said this week, “T have had 
no contact with the club. I don’t 
know where all this comes from.” 

For the information of the 27 
year old midfielder, ask your agent 
if he’s been fishing lately? 

Chelsea have signed 
Celestine Babayaro. He is a young 
Nigerian left-back who has played 
in Belgian side Anderlecht’s first 
team for the last 2-3 seasons. An 
aggresive, attacking player who 
loves to get forward, he was a part 
of the Nigerian Olympic team that 
won gold in Atlanta and managed 
to score -a goal against the 
Argentines. 


Paul Agostino: Involved with Bristol City In Play offs 
for Division 2. i 


By DWYGHT TUFFNELE 


ianfranco Zola versus Gianluca 

Festa, Roberto Di Matteo versus 

Fabrizio Rayanelli. Little wonder 
the 1997 edition of the FA Cup has been 
dubbed ‘The Italian Affair’, 

No Italian has ever played in an FA Cup 
Final before, but come Saturday night, five of 
Italy's best will grace the Wembley 
showpiece. 

Zola, Di Matteo and Gianluca Vialli for 
Chelsea and Ravanelli and Festa for 
Middlesbrough will have never experienced 
anything quite like it. 

But there is much more interest in this 
years Final than just the Italian connection. 

This one has the potential to be one of the 
most exciting and highest scoring ever. 

Exciting, probably because of the foriegn 
talent on display. 

Tt goes way beyond just the Italians who 
will be playing. 

Brazilian’s Juninho and Emerson have 
been the cornerstones of Boro’s Jekyll and 
Hyde season, 

Juninho recently has been in sparkling 
form. He almost beat Chesterfield 
singlehandedly in the Hillsborough replay. 

Boro’s other notable foreigner is the Dane, 
Mikkel Beck. 

After a complicated transfer from his 
German club, Beck has not been a raging 
success at the Riverside Stadium although 
playing alongside Ravanelli, who has scored 
31 times this season, wouldn't be easy with 
the Italian naturally grabbing the limelight. 

Chelsea have so many foreigners that there 
is a real chance that they might fine up with 
just one Englishman on Saturday. 

Apart from the Italian trio, Ruud Gullit’s 
side has French sweeper Franck Le Boeuf, 
Norwegian goalkeeper Frode Grodas and the 
evergreen Welsh striker Mark Hughes. 

The form of Hughes and Zola’s partnership 
has been so good that Vialli has failed to 
command a regular place recently and his tri 
to Wembley may be the swansong of his brief 
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MIDDLESBROUGH ) 
career with the Blues, 

One thing is for sure, it's bound to better 
than last years Manchester United - Liverpool 
final, it couldn't be worse. 

A cup final win on Saturday may be the 
only thing that will keep Middlesbrough 
manager Bryan Robson in a job next season, 

The prospect of relegation, with the quality 
of some of Boro’s players, is astonishing, 

But when you examine some of their off 
field troubles it is easy to understand that the 
team may be little unsettled. 

Emerson flying back and forth from 
Brazil to fetch his homesick wife who could 
not live in Middlesbrough. 

A hefty fine of around $200,000 soon had 
the wandering Brazilian back at Boro. 

*They were deducted three points for 
failing to play a league game against 
Blackburn Rovers and an appeal failed. 

» Ravanelli constantly being linked with a 
move back to Italy. 

All this has not stopped Boro from making 
the final of the League Cup, their first major 
final in which they weny down to Leicester. 

Although good for Boro fans, their success 
in the Cup competitions has been something 
of a hindrance to their fight to avoid the drop. 

Should the underdogs win in their first FA 


Cup Final appearance on Saturday, it will be 
their first major honour, 

They have won a few lower league 
championships and the not so high profile 
Anglo-Scottish Cup 21 years aago. 

Their form on the road to the Final has 
been some of their best of the season, 
although they have twice come close to 
falling to giantkillers. 

They thrashed Chester City in the third 
round but in the fourth, plucky Hednesford 
almost brought them unstuck. 

Second division Chesterfield nearly caused 
one the Cups greatest upsets, taking a two 
goal lead in their semi final at Old Trafford. 

Boro rallied and looked to have won it 
when Festa gave them a 3-2 lead in extra 
time. 

But in the last minute Chesterfield 
equalised and took Boro to replay, the last 
thing the tiring legs of the Middlesbrough 
needed. 

Inspired by Juninho, Middlesbrough 
comfortably won the replay 3-0, 


| MIDDLESBROUGH 
| FA CUP 1996-97 
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duninho: This young Brazilian has magical skills and they should enjoy ful 
reign at Wembley. 
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The Blues — any Englishmen in there? 


helsea will be looking for their 

second FA Cup triumph when 

they face Middlesbrough in their 
fifth final on Saturday. 

It is their second final in three years 
but they hope for a better showing on 
Saturday than the 4-0 thumping they 
received from Manchester United in 
1994, 

And defeats by Sheffield United in 
1915 and Tottenham Hotspur in 1967 
leaves the Blues with a less than 
impressive record when it comes to the 
Final. 

But 1970 is a year most Chelsea fans 
will not forget. 

Tt was their only FA Cup winning 
Final, achieved after a replay at Old 
Trafford against on of the powerhouse 
teams of that era, Leeds United, and done 
with the help of their star player, Peter 
Osgood, who scored in every round 
including the Final, a rare feat. 

They entered and won the European 
Cup Winners Cup the following year but 
have not had many additions to the trophy 
cabinet since then, 


Ruud Gullit: Dutchman of wide 
international experience, one of few 
foreign coaches in England. Still 
playing vital part in Chelsea team. 


Gullit, the popular choice for manager 
when Glenn Hoddle left, moulded a side 
that was expected to challenge for major 
honours. 

The signings of Di Matteo, Vialli, Le 
Boeuf and finally Zola were seen as a 

itee of success by their ardent fans. 

Like Middlesbrough, Chelsea have 
saved some of their best football for the 
FA Cup. 

Their win over Liverpool just 
demonstrates what they are capable of 
acheiving. 

0-2 down at home and staring another 
Cup failure in the face, Chelsea 
demolished Liverpool and ended up 
winning 4-2. 

A comfortable win over Portsmouth in 
the sixth round led to a date in the semi’s 
with London rivals, Wimbledon. 

Vinnie Jones and his Crazy Gang were 
haying their best season in recent times 
until Chelsea brushed them aside with 
little dificulty. 


CHELSEA 
FA CUP 1996-97 


Weish international still a valuable contributor 
to the Chelsea cause. 
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“7 Sept 27 * Oct 4, 1997 
A Global Celebration of Soccer for 
everyone Queens Park, Sydney. 


ENTRY FORM 1 ENQUIRY FORM 


" Q YES! Please enter us for the SNICKERS® Soccer Sensation 
Team Name: 
Cltib/Schoo!: Team Manager: 
Addfess: 
Postcode: ee Stators = = Country: 
Contact Numbers PH: Fax: 
Age Group; Please tick the applicable Age Group. 

) uis Boys OY U14 Boys (1 U0 Mixed 


C1 U16 Boys, QO U8 Girls  ceteebel U12 Mixed 
QO) Ut5 Boys“), O Ui6 Girls mesa». “ui Mixed 


° Team registr: ion/entry fee dig i 
° Entry fee $AUD350.00 per team 


° Playér participation fee due July 30 1997 

° Entry fee. $AUDS5O. 00 per player (in adaition to team entry feg e) 

Our entry feelof __" ‘is enclosed } (Bank Cheque’ fiat rete for 
overseas entrants, mace Paughlo to “Soécer Australia® © 


“Sf 2o3 


We’re making our own travel arrangeriéhite | Yes. LJ No 
If the answer is No to the above | ‘question or you would like advice 


on travel, accommodation or transfers please contact International Sports 
Tours on PH: 61 2 9922 6166. 


Mail to: SNICKERS® Soccer Sensation Office, PO Box 175, Paddington, NSW 2021. 
Phone: 9380 6099 SNICKERS® is a registered Trademark. ©Mars Confectionery. 


